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CHANGE NOTIFICATION
If your club has elected new officers or if you 
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homepage at www.iowasnowmobiler.com. 
Thank you.
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Stay on Trail
Trespassing’s impact on snowmobile 
access a recurring topic at convention.

Snocross Legend
Morgan reflects on career, injury as 
keynote speaker in Cedar Falls. 

Recruiting Tips
Driftrunners share what works for 
their club to increase membership. 

Midwest Sled Fest
Vintage racers test their skill, endurance 
on LeMans-style course at Clear Lake.
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JOHN
KAHLER
ISSA  
PRESIDENT

Everyone needs to be doing their 
“Snow Dance” in order to get this season 
going. It’s the end of the first week in 
December as I write this article and 
to date, we have had very little sign of 
winter other than some light dusting 
here in central Iowa. 

I hope all the clubs have gotten their 
trails established and marked and 
their groomers serviced and prepared 
because at this point, when the snow 
decides to come, it will be gone before 
we know it. Even our northern states 
seem to be in the waiting category. 

This gives me an opportunity to talk 
about the importance of volunteering 
and being involved with your clubs 
and maybe neighboring clubs around 
you. Without the commitment of all 
the members of the ISSA and the 
snowmobile clubs across Iowa, our trail 
system would simply not exist. 

I invite you to install a free app on 
your phone or tablet called Groomer 
Tracking Systems, LLC. Set up your 
username and set up your password. 
This app will give you a better sense of 
all the trails in Iowa currently, and with 
the new tracking system the ISTGP has 
introduced recently, more trails will start 
to show up as grooming across the state 
starts to happen. 

Some club trails are missing at this 
point, but with the help from Mother 
Nature, those trails will start to appear 
as they groom. This map system should 
provide proof that volunteerism in Iowa 
is strong and committed, knowing that 
the majority of these trails are put in and 
pulled every year. 

I want to say “Thank you” to all of the 
clubs and their members for making 
snowmobiling great in Iowa. I would 
be remised to not mention also a big 
“Thank you” to all the landowners, 
county and state officials and the towns 
and cities for granting us access to your 
property for making this happen as well. 
Let’s hope the snow starts flying soon.

Shown here on the north end of town, part of Trail 13 coming into Eagle River, Wis., 
from the south is shut down this winter due to trespassing and off-trail riding.

Trespassing Will 
Get You Nowhere
Off-trail riding
concerns a recurring
theme at convention
by Cameron Hanson

Trespassing and off-trail riding continue 
to be identified as the two main threats to 
trail access for snowmobilers across the 
Snow Belt. Curbing this reckless behavior 
remains a top priority for groups within the 
organized snowmobiling community, and 

the topic became 
a recurring theme 
at the ISSA An-
nual Convention 
in Cedar Falls in 
November.

The Internation-
al Snowmobile Manufacturers Association 
(ISMA) recently began encouraging rid-
ers to ‘Take the Pledge’ by committing to 
only riding their machines “where it’s le-
gal and accepted.” The American Council 
of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) has 
also been promoting responsible conduct 
through public awareness campaigns.

According to ISMA, “the pledge was 
created to make snowmobilers aware of 
the importance of recognizing the owner-
ship of the land we ride on, and the impact 
we have on it. The record level of interest 
in enjoying the great winter outdoors de-
mands our attention to the awareness of le-
gal riding areas and making sure everyone 
knows the rules.”

At convention, invited guest speaker 
Stan Stutheit, an ACSA board member 
from neighboring Nebraska, shared his 
thoughts on trespassing and discussed trail 
access issues in Montana, Michigan and 
Wisconsin. At Eagle River this winter, he 
said a main artery into town from the south 
has been closed due to riders disrespecting 

private land.
“This issue in-

volved a private 
landowner deal-
ing with people 
constantly tres-
passing, and he 
finally said he 
had enough and 
you can’t go 
through there any 
more,” Stutheit 
said. “The trail is 
closed this year, 

and it may take three to four years to get 
an alternative route done because they will 
have to build a bridge. If you’re on a trail 
on private property, stay on the trail. There 
are other opportunities to go play.”

Stutheit said he became active in ACSA 
because he hails from a state that doesn’t 
have any public snowmobile trails, and as a 
result, he typically has to travel 500 to 800 
miles to go riding. “So when I get there, I 
want to make sure there’s a place for me 
to ride,” he said. “ACSA is very important 
to me for that reason, and that’s why I’m 
involved.”

Stutheit
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MATT 
MINER
ISSA VICE 
PRESIDENT

Greetings, fellow snowmobilers.
Hopefully when you are reading this, 

Mother Nature has dropped some of the 
white gold, and you have put some miles 
on your sleds. 

As you know, Iowa has some of the 
best trails to ride, and the clubs that take 
care of them are the greatest around—
from the Driftrunners in northeast Iowa 
with their annual Snowfest Jan 25-28 
and the Dickinson County Snowhawks 
in northwest Iowa that help with the 
Iowa Winter Games to the Saylorville 
Dam Snowmobile Club that hosts the 
Spina Bifida Ride in Huxley Iowa on Feb. 
4  or the Snowmobile Iowa Events going 
around Iowa in Jan and Feb or any of the 
club runs and events.

So if you have a day or a weekend, load 
up you and some friends and go see a new 
trail system. Someone from that club will 
be more than willing to take you around 
their trail system and show how great it 
is.  As you are out riding, don’t forget to 
thank all the sponsors of the clubs and the 
volunteers that make the trails great.

As I have just said, each club has 
some great areas or events to ride.  So if 
your club is having a fun run, a vintage 
snowmobile ride, a radar run or just a club 
ride on the weekend, PLEASE let the ISSA 
know so that we can put on our Facebook 
page and the website to let people from 
around the state know and try to attend.  
The more people who know, the more 
that can try and make it.  I know that each 
snowmobiling event that I have attended 
over the years I meet lots of new people 
and make friends with.  

Also if you have any questions or 
concerns, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL.  As 
always, the board is open to new ideas 
and ways to keep snowmobiling great in 
Iowa.

 As this is the last Magazine till the fall 
of 2024, please watch the ISSA website 
and Facebook page for updates and 
information about what is happening 
around the state and dates for stuff 
like the ISSA Scholarship deadline, the 
ISSA Awards program, Campout, ISC 
Convention or info on the 2024 ISSA 
Convention.  

Thanks again to everyone who helps 
with making snowmobile fun in Iowa.  

Have an enjoyable riding season.

Ski-Doo Ambassador Bret Rasmussen, a 
backcountry expert from Idaho, also spoke 
at convention and listed trespassing as one 
of four main complaints policy-makers and 
private landowners can use to shut down 
trail access. 

“Stay in bounds,” he said. “If you have 
access to trails on private property and you 
decide it looks kind of fun to go through 
someone’s field without their permission, 
that track might be the one piece of am-
munition that will shut down access for 
everyone.”

Rasmussen said noise was also a “huge 
issue” for the sport and said “it drives me 
crazy when people are riding with a loud 
can.” The last two negative impacts he said 
snowmobilers can control were littering 
and wildlife interaction.

“Those are four things that you should 
not give as ammunition to other user groups 
that they can use to shut down access to our 
lands,” Rasmussen said. “What I’m talking 
about is preserving access to our trails and 
our lands. You may not have many public 
lands here in Iowa, but you do have a trail 

Take the Pledge
According to ISMA, snowmobilers across the Snow Belt enjoy more than 120,000 

miles of trails on public and private land. Those partnerships have been built and 
maintained by snowmobile volunteers for more than 40 years. Responsible riders 
are encouraged to Take the Pledge at www.snowmobilerspledge.com and agree to 
the following conditions: 

 С I Pledge to ride off trail only where I know it’s legal and accepted.
 С I Pledge to check before going off-trail if I don’t know.
 С I Pledge to protect access for future generations by doing the right thing.
 С I Pledge to protect access by encouraging those I ride with to take the Pledge 

also.

Bret Rasmussen holds a PHD, or what he 
calls a post-hole digger. 

system you need to be concerned about 
preserving.”

Rasmussen also discussed the sig-
nificance of “wilderness designation” on 
snowmobile access. In Idaho, Rasmussen 
said their riding area is almost entirely 
on public land, and “there are acres and 
acres of wilderness designation out west 
that may look enticing, but they are out of 
bounds for us,” he said. 

Stutheit also brought up the Biden Ad-
ministration’s plan to have 30 percent of all 
public land and water placed into conserva-
tion by 2030. “That’s a lot more than what 
we have today,” Stutheit said. “Besides 
outdoor recreation, that can stop all min-
ing, oil drilling and logging because it falls 
under conservation.”ACSA Public Service Announcement.
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by Cameron Hanson
Iowa snowmobile clubs are being re-

minded to return resolutions indicating their 
support for snowmobile-friendly legisla-
tion aimed at increased trail funding. The 
measure was unanimously ratified at the 
ISSA Annual Convention in Cedar Falls in 
November, and letters requesting individ-

ual endorsements 
were emailed to 
clubs in Decem-
ber.

At convention, 
ISSA members 
passed a resolu-

tion to support the re-branded Iowa State 
Snowmobiling Funding Legislation. Work-
ing closely with ISSA Lobbyist Mike Hell-
er, the ISSA is hoping to find a sponsor this 
month to introduce the bill in the Iowa Leg-
islature to combine the registration sticker 
and the resident trail pass into one user fee.

The initiative is expected to close a loop-
hole in current legislation and no longer 
makes the trail permit optional. Generat-
ing significant additional revenue for the 
Iowa Snowmobile Trail Grant Program, the 
move will hold all snowmobile trail users 
accountable for the expenses required to 
maintain 8,800 miles of trail in Iowa.

“The combined registration will improve 
the funds available to support Iowa snow-
mobile trails, marking and grooming equip-
ment by about $100,000 per year, ensuring 
the Iowa snowmobile program receives the 
funding it needs to continue to provide the 
trails for all Iowa winter recreationists to 
use,” ISSA Legislative Committee Chair 
Jim Willey wrote in the letter.

Currently, a $15 registration fee and a 
separate $15 trail pass (plus writing fees) 
are required for any Iowa resident to oper-
ate their snowmobile on public trails, rights-
of-way and frozen bodies of water. Some 
snowmobile owners choose not to purchase 
the trail permit, claiming they do not ride in 
state. Since the permit’s inception in 2013, 
compliance has hovered around 60 percent.

“This proposed legislation will eliminate 
the problem of snowmobilers who buy only 
the registration and ride Iowa trails with-
out the trail pass,” Willey explained. “This 
makes law enforcement easier and elimi-
nates unintentional errors. The non-resident 
trail pass program will continue unchanged, 
reciprocal with other states that accept out-
of-state registrations.”

Previously known as the “single sticker 
bill,” the ISSA decided to change its ap-

Legislative Resolution
ISSA members endorse renewed effort at 
increased trail funding through fee merger

proach this year after six consecutive years 
with very little progress. The measure has 
twice passed the Iowa House but stalled 
just as many times in the Iowa Senate. 
The resolutions from clubs are designed to 
demonstrate unilateral support for the fee 
increase to legislators who may be opposed 
to such raises.

“The problem is really in the Senate,” 
Heller explained at the ISSA convention. 
“It’s a little more difficult there because 
it will have to pass two committees, and 
members are very leery about anything that 
could be perceived as a fee increase. The 
Senate tends to be more conservative.They 
have a very hearty dislike for anything that 
may be perceived as a fee increase.”

Heller said Republicans control the 
Statehouse in Des Moines. He’s confident 
the bill will pass the Iowa House, but it will 
need to clear the two hurdles in the Iowa 
Senate: the Natural Resources Committee 
and the Ways and Means Committee, the 
chair of which is from a district with very 
little snowmobile activity.

“It’s not that we don’t have strong sup-
porters who are Republican, but we need 
to focus on getting grass-roots support,” 
Heller said. “We need those Republican 
senators to go to their leaders and ask to 
get the bill on the agenda and move it. We 
have to get it out of committee and get it 
up for a vote. We haven’t been able to do 
that. It’s been difficult, to be really hon-
est.”

With the support of clubs, Heller said 
the ISSA can be successful this year in 
increasing funding for the trail program. 
For inspiration, he pointed to the success-

ISSA Lobbyist Mike Heller and Past ISSA 
President Jim Willey make their legislative 
pitch to snowmobilers at the 2023 conven-
tion in Cedar Falls in November.
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ful passage of legislation 15 years ago that 
returned $950,000 in de-appropriated fund-
ing back to the snowmobile program. He 
feels snowmobilers can make it happen 
again this year.

“I think we can do it. I think we have a 
real shot at it, more than I felt that we’d 
ever get the registration funds back in 
2008,” Heller said. “I encourage you to 
invite your legislators to your club meet-
ings. It’s more important to invite Repub-

licans than Democrats because they are the 
ones who are going to control what’s on the 
agenda.”

“The passage of this legislation will con-
tinue to make our program self-sustaining, 
keeping it as one of the only recreational 
programs in Iowa that receives no tax dol-
lars,” Willey said. “We are completely 
funded by the snowmobilers using the 
trails, and we are confident that this legis-
lation will be successful in 2024.”

Past ISSA President Terry Durby was 
inducted into the Iron Dog Brigade at the 
2023 International Snowmobile Congress 
in Moline, Ill., this past June. Membership 
in this prestigious organization is by invi-
tation only, and Durby was nominated by 
Past ISSA President and current Iron Dog 
member Bruno Andreini.

Durby was honored for more than 30 
years of service to the ISSA. He served as 
president from 2005-06 and played an ac-
tive role in several legislative initiatives, 
including the recovery of nearly $950,000 
in snowmobile program reserves in 2008 
and separating the state snowmobile pro-
gram from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources in 2017.

“These things didn’t happen right away, 
and it took a lot of arm-twisting to get them 
done,” Durby said. “I applaud our lobbyist 
for being there, always pointing us in the 
right direction. I think we’ve done a great 
job getting to where we are today, and a lot 
of support comes from active past presi-
dents staying involved. I don’t think I’ve 
seen another non-profit organization that 
utilizes past presidents and their expertise 
like we do.”

Andreini recognized Durby’s Iron Dog 
induction at the awards banquet at the ISSA 
Annual Convention in Cedar Falls in No-
vember. The Iron Dog Brigade was formed 
in 1975 and describes itself as “an honor-
ary society dedicated to the fun of snow-
mobiling.” Membership is capped at 130 
members, and openings are created by the 

passing of a current member.
To qualify, nominees need to have con-

tributed at least 20 years of service to 
the sport through affiliation in organized 
snowmobiling, industry, media, govern-
ment, tourism or other snowmobile-related 
activity. Most have 30 years or more of 
service, Andreini pointed out, and besides 
his dedication to the ISSA, Durby was also 
recognized for his service to the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations, for 
which he volunteered as president in 2011-
12.

“Iron Dog members are the most respect-
ed and hardest working members of the 
snowmobile community,” Andreini said. 
“Terry certainly falls into that category.”

Durby Inducted into Iron  
Dog Brigade at Moline

Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini, left, 
congratulates fellow Past President Terry 
Durby on his induction into the Iron Dog 
Brigade last June.

2024 ISSA Summer  
Campout Host Needed
The ISSA is soliciting bids from clubs to host the 2024 Summer 
Campout, normally held in July. As always, the ISSA provides $200 
in incentive money, and as much as $600 in expenses can be 
reimbursed through the ISSA. Events can be as simple or as elaborate as desired. 
If your club is interested in hosting this year’s campout, please reach out to your 
Region Director or contact ISSA President John Kahler at jfkahler@hotmail.com.
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Scott Nauman (2020-21)
402 Fifth St.
Rudd, IA 50471
(641) 425-9898
sdnauman04@gmail.com

Brian Carmichael (2019-20)
1369 Midway Ave.
Tripoli, IA 50676
(319) 215-5006
snohawk68@gmail.com

Chris Willey (2017-18)
1765 Firefly Road
Manchester IA, 52057
(563) 920-9010
kioti79@gmail.com

Merv Hoermann (2007-08, 2015-16)
Deceased

Jim Willey (2013-14)
20752 247th St.
Delhi, IA 52223
(563) 920-0911
james.willey2019@gmail.com

Gary Burger (2011-12)
7255 NW 54th Court
Johnston, IA, 50131
(515) 334-0360,
gary@burgersofiowa.com

Gary McVicker (2009-10)
1012 Lark Ave.
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 425-1375
gmcvic@yahoo.com

Terry Durby (2005-06)
44232 Hwy 69
Leland, IA 50453
(641) 590-7007
tdurb@yahoo.com

Jerry Kramer (2003-04)
1930 Lincoln Ave.
Humboldt, IA 50548
(515) 890-1099

Dennis Nauman (2001-02)
1540 Kirkwood Ave.
Floyd, IA  50435
(641) 425-4141
cdnauman@myomnitel.com

Jeff Jans (1999-2000)
308 2nd St. NW, P.O. Box 153
Fostoria, IA 51340-0153
(712) 260-4309

Bruno Andreini (1997-98)
2306 230th St., Dallas Center, IA 50063
(515) 240-3858
awbrunoa3@gmail.com

Dave Carmichael (1995-96)
Deceased

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS

by Cameron Hanson
Formerly known as the Review and Se-

lection Committee, the Iowa Snowmobile 
Trail Grant Program (ISTGP) is moving 
forward with its plan to reimburse snow-
mobile clubs $13 per mile to groom and 
maintain their snowmobile trails in Iowa 
this winter. There just have been a few 
more wrinkles to iron out along the way.

In December, program officials were 
notified by the Iowa Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) that receipts will still 
need to be collected by clubs for their 
fuel and maintenance expenses in order to 
qualify for grant 
reimbursements 
through the Rec-
reational Trails 
Program (RTP), a 
federal grant pro-
gram adminis-
tered in Iowa by 
the IDOT.

“In the meet-
ings on the program changes we had this 
fall, it was recommended to keep these 
documents. We have now been told it will 
be required,” program co-administrator 
Chris Willey explained in an email to clubs 
Dec. 11. “We apologize for the last-minute 
change to the program, but we have to fol-
low the regulations and stipulations of the 
RTP grant program if we want to be able to 
utilize those funds.”

Working with clubs over a series of man-
datory meetings last fall, the ISTGP has in-
stalled GPS units across the groomer fleet 
to track groomer miles. According to Wil-
ley, clubs may be able to use that same sys-
tem to upload images of the receipts that 
are now required along with the groomer 
miles.

“We are asking clubs to keep and track 
their grooming operations as they have in 
the past years and submit everything at the 
end of the year,” he said. “We are working 
to make an adjustment to the tracking sys-
tem program that will allow you to upload 
images of these receipts directly to your 
grooming log.”

In September, the ISTGP announced 
it will be using RTP money to pay for 
grooming expenses and then using the 
state’s registration dollars and trail pass 
revenue to purchase grooming equipment. 
Modeled after a similar “contract groom-
ing” program in Wisconsin, this spending 
shift works around the Buy American Act, 
which stipulates federal money cannot be 
used to purchase equipment made from 

materials sourced outside of the U.S.
Not all groomers and drags satisfy the 

Buy American mandate, thereby limit-
ing the equipment options available to the 
ISTGP. Registration and trail pass revenue 
collected in Iowa are not held to the same 
standard as the federal grant money and 
therefore can be used to purchase groom-
ing equipment, regardless from where it is 
manufactured.

Adding another layer of complexity, 
the ISTGP is now eligible to apply for a 
waiver to the Buy American Act, and if 
approved, officials could use RTP fund-
ing to purchase grooming equipment under 
a $500,000 limit. The ISTGP is currently 
working through three existing RTP grants 
and has applied for another $340,000 in the 
latest round of grant askings. Awards will 
be announced later this month.

As explained at the ISTGP update at the 
ISSA Annual Convention in Cedar Falls in 
November, the program is still waiting on 
RTP authorization to purchase six drags 
and a used Tucker for the Trail Blaz-zers, 
Inc., in Region 5. Any Tucker manufac-
tured after 2018 is eligible for RTP funding 
under the Buy American Act. Program of-
ficials now need to decide if they want to 
apply for the waiver for additional equip-
ment upgrades.

“We may end up using some money from 
both registration dollars and RTP funding 
to buy equipment and pay for the contract 
grooming,” explained ISSA President John 
Kahler, an ISTGP board member. “We may 
be able to pool the money together for all 
program expenses this year. It will just take 
a little bit to iron out all these details.”

Besides the RTP funding, the program 
will have about $340,000 in registration 
and trail pass dollars to work with if the 
funding stream holds true based on past 
seasons. That money is collected quarterly 
from the Iowa Department of Natural and 
varies based on the timing of registration 
and trail pass purchases. 

“That’s why that amount was left to be 
determined during our PowerPoint presen-
tation at convention,” Kahler noted.

Snowmobile Program Requires 
Paper Trail for Expenses Now

Iowa Iowa 
Snowmobile Trail Snowmobile Trail 

Grant ProgramGrant Program

Download the 
GTS trail app 
for  digitized 

trail maps 
and timely 
groomer 
reports.
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Scott Kooiker (1993 -94)
261 160th Ave.
Ellsworth, MN 56129
(507) 360-4667
sjkooiker@hotmail.com

Dale Vagts (1991-92)
24573 Kings Rd.
Cresco, IA 52136
(563) 547-2161

Dick Melick (1989-90)
Deceased

Roger Muth (1987-88)
Deceased

Larry Childs (1986)
311 E. Prospect St., Manchester, IA 52057-1456 
(563) 608-1138

Dan Martin (1984-85)
4712 Candlelight Dr., Davenport, IA 52806
(563) 343-0075

Marv Heikens (1982-83)
Deceased

Chuck Colegrove (1981)
5606 6th Ave., Armstrong, IA 50514
(712) 864-3170

Rich Moench (1980)
Deceased

Gary Fairchild (1979)
933 170th St., Ogden, IA 50212

Bill Nordstrom (1978)
Deceased

Gary Bruns (1977)
Deceased

Richard Grosse (Mar 1975-Dec 1976)
7543 Ford Rd., Janesville, IA 50647

Larry Huntley (Nov 1973-Mar 1975)
401 East 1st St., Alta, IA 51002

PAST PRESIDENTSPAST PRESIDENTS

by Cameron Hanson
Iowa snowmobilers raised more than 

$5,000 for the Spina Bifida Association of 
Iowa (SBAIA) at the ISSA Annual Con-
vention in Cedar Falls in November. That 
total included $4,400 in club donations and 
another $800 in Silent Auction items. With 

plenty of win-
ter left to go, the 
ISSA should be 
able to close in 
on last season’s 
total of nearly 
$8,000.

The ISSA began supporting the Spina 
Bifida Association of Iowa in 1982 Total 
donations to the ISSA’s official charity 
over the last 40 years have far exceeded 
$300,000, and the non-profit group has 
used that generous funding for educational 
programming, family outreach and ex-
penses related to patient medical care.

The SBAIA was formed in 1972 and 
works with families affected by the birth 
defect where the spinal cord does not de-
velop completely. The condition often 
leads to incontinence, mobility issues and 
other limitations. At convention, SBAIA 
member Heidi Kriener thanked snowmo-
bilers for their ongoing support.

“Your donations go so far for people 
with spina bifida,” she said. “This year, 
it helped a little girl get a new walker. It 
helped other people with equipment. It 
helped many of us go to camp this summer 
for a week. It helped with our education 
day where people get to learn about spina 
bifida that they may not know already or it 
helps parents with kids with spina bifida. 

“Your support helps with so many 

things,” Kriener continued. “You guys 
are changing the lives of so many differ-
ent people with spina bifida, and we can’t 
thank you enough.”

Next month, ISSA members will gather 
in Huxley for the 18th Annual Winter Fun 
Day with spina bifida families. The event 
is hosted by the Saylorville Dam Snowmo-
bile Club of Region 7, and in addition to 
food, fun and fellowship, the day will in-
clude games, entertainment and, best of all, 
snowmobile rides on the nearby Heart of 
Iowa Nature Trail.

Saylorville club member Craig Krapfl 
serves as the ISSA’s liaison to the SBAIA 
board, and speaking at convention, he in-
vited ISSA members to support the Feb. 4 
event at the Safe Room in Huxley. He is 
also asking ISSA members to bring cutters 
and two-up sleds to help make sure all of 
the spina bifida kids and their families have 
an opportunity for a trail ride. 

“Last year was the first year since I’ve 
been involved that nobody had to wait a 
turn,” Krapfl said. “We walked outside and 
the machines were all lined up and ready to 
go. There were spots for not only the chil-
dren but also the adults who wanted to go.”

Krapfl said they did get “a little low on 
helmets,” so he is also looking for addition-
al snowmobile gear to go with the dozen 
or so suits and helmets the ISSA already 
owns. Blankets are also provided to keep 
the participants warm. 

To volunteer at the event or if you have 
questions, contact Krapfl at (515) 707- 
7237. The Winter Fun Day starts at 11 a.m. 
with lunch and speakers at noon. Snowmo-
bile rides start at 1 p.m. The address for the 
Safe Room in Huxley is 515 North Main.

Joe Paulus from the Floyd County Groomers in Region 4 visits with Heidi Kriener, left, 
and Jessica Dane at the Spina Bifida Association of Iowa’s booth at the 2023 ISSA Annual 
Convention in Cedar Falls in November.

Changing Lives One Changing Lives One 
Dollar at a TimeDollar at a Time
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ALS CHARITY LIAISON
Brian Carmichael, snohawk68@gmail.com 

AWARDS
Kelsey Bram, bram.kelsey@gmail.com

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
OPEN

BUDGET/FINANCE
Brittany Paulus, bepaulus@outlook.com

BY-LAWS AND SOPS
Matt Miner, mmmfarms@hotmail.com

CHARITY
Brittany Paulus, bepaulus@outlook.com

COMMUNICATIONS
Jim Willey, james.willey2019@gmail.com

CONVENTION 2024
OPEN

EFC
Matt Miner, mmmfarms@hotmail.com

GROOMER TRAINING COORDINATOR
Chris Willey, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com

IOWA REC TRAILS ADVISORY REP
John Kahler, jfkahler@hotmail.com

LEGISLATIVE 
Jim Willey, james.willey2019@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
Brittany Paulus, bepaulus@outlook.com

NOMINATIONS
Jim Willey, james.willey2019@gmail.com

PROMOTION 
Jason Harvey, emmetcodriftbusters@gmail.com

RAFFLE
Steve Wiersma

IOWA SNOWMOBILE TRAIL GRANT PROGRAM
Terry Durby, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com
Chris Willey, ISSA.RSC@gmail.com

TRAIL SIGN & TRAIL DEVELOPMENT
Matt Miner, mmmfarms@hotmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
Bruno Andreini, awbrunoa3@gmail.com

SPINA BIFIDA CHARITY LIAISON
Craig Krapfl, ckrapfl@gmail.com

COMMITTEES  COMMITTEES  

1. Never consume alcohol or drugs.
2. Become familiar with the snowmobile you ride.
3. Operate at safe and reasonable speeds.
4. Stay on trails and areas where snowmobiling is permitted.
5. Avoid travel on unfamiliar frozen bodies of water.
6. Use extra caution at night.
7. Keep your snowmobile properly maintained.
8. Become familiar with the terrain you will travel on.
9. Listen to the weather forecast before you leave.
10. Always wear a helmet and proper clothing.
11.  Never ride alone and let someone know where you’re going.
12. Carry emergency supplies and learn survival skills.

Safe Snowmobiling  
Means…

The ISSA is joining the International 
Snowmobile Manufacturers Association 
(ISMA) in recognition of Jan. 20-27 as In-
ternational Snowmobile Safety Awareness 
Week for 2024. Club-related activities are 
being encouraged at the local level.

“The purpose of International Snowmo-
bile Safety Week is to expose people to 
safe snowmobiling practices and to dem-
onstrate how operating safely can prevent 
mishaps,” explained ISMA President Ed 
Klim. “Snowmobiling is a fun and exciting 
family activity enjoyed by more than four 
million people across the United States and 
Canada. The sport is a safe and enjoyable 
form of recreation if done properly and 
with respect.”

In Iowa, snowmobiles are operated by 
men, women and children of all ages. De-
pending on weather conditions, approxi-
mately 8,800 miles of snow-covered trails 
are maintained and groomed by snowmo-
bile club volunteers across the state. Be-
fore heading out to enjoy those trails, ISSA 
President John Kahler encourages riders to 
follow these basic safety tips.

“Never ride alone. Always ride with 
friends or buddies,” he said. “Always fol-
low trail etiquette and always ride on the 
right side. Know your trail conditions and 
never follow too close. Trespassing is ille-
gal, so stay on the trail!

“Everything happens fast on a snowmo-
bile, so always ride within your limits and 
skill set,” Kahler continued. “We cannot af-
ford to lose anyone while we are trying to 
make memories. Please, always remember 
to never operate while under any type of 
drug or alcohol.”

According to Kahler and Klim, snow-
mobilers should always take along a spare 
belt, spark plugs and tools to do basic re-

International Snowmobile  
Safety Week Jan. 20-27

pairs when they ride. They also said riders 
should not leave home without emergency 
supplies, such as a basic first aid kit, and 
overnight survival provisions, such as food, 
matches, flashlights and extra batteries.

Ideas and suggestions for activities dur-
ing Snowmobile Safety Awareness Week 
are available online through ISMA’s Cam-
paign Action Manual at www.snowmobile.
org. Also posted there is information on 
ISMA’s Safe Riders! program.

“Activities and events held during Snow-
mobile Safety Awareness Week should pro-
mote responsible attitudes and actions that 
will foster the safe, family image of snow-
mobiling,” Klim said.

Educational materials from ISMA in-
clude the following: posters, fact books, a 
safety video, public service announcements 
and decals that highlight safety messages.

“We hope that you will find this web-
based information useful in your organiza-
tion’s snowmobile safety campaign,” Klim 
said. “The suggested activities contained 
there can be modified to meet your club’s 
needs.”



Iowa Snowmobiler  |  January 2024  |  11

Video Tribute
https://youtu.be/TI01aI1F7Pg?si=p7ZvIsz3OXXzNigR

by Cameron Hanson
Canadian snocross legend Blair Morgan made up for his last-

minute cancellation at the International Snowmobile Congress 
at Dubuque in 2022 by serving as the keynote speaker for the 
ISSA’s 50th Annual Convention at Cedar Falls in 2023. His 
special guest appearance was part of the ISSA’s Golden An-
niversary celebration this past November.

Speaking at both the Saturday morning general assembly and 
the Saturday evening banquet, Morgan, 47, from Prince Albert, 

Saskatchewan, discussed his champi-
onship career in snocross racing and 
also reflected on the untimely practice 
accident which sidelined him during 
his peak competitive years.

“You are definitely a treasure to our 
sport, and we appreciate you hanging 

out with us this weekend,” said Region 4 Director Seth Bram, 
who chaired the 2023 convention planning committee and who, 
along with his wife Kesley, in-
vited Morgan down to Iowa for 
the commemorative occasion.

Superstar status
Morgan’s resume is impres-

sive. The superstar racer with 
the world-famous 7c bib is a 13-
time Snocross World Champion, 
a five-time X Games Gold Med-
alist and a five-time Canadian 
Motocross Champion. He was 
recently ranked No. 2 on Snow 
Goer magazine’s list of all-time 
best snocross racers. 

His podium finishes helped to 
validate the rider-forward chas-
sis design of current sleds, and 
he has also been credited with 
popularizing the sport’s modern 
high-flying, stand-up style of 
racing. Always a showman, he 
was the first known snowmobiler to perform a heel-clicker on 
a race sled in competition. “Yeah, I’ll take credit for that,” he 
joked on stage at convention.

In 2008, a motocross practice accident left him paralyzed 
from the waist down, and he remains wheelchair-bound. After 
taking time to focus on family and life, he returned to competi-
tive racing in the Adaptive Snowbike Class in 2018, and he cur-
rently advises the Ski-Doo factory race team.

Snocross 
Legend

Blair Morgan 
reflects on 
racing career 

at  ISSA 
event in 
Cedar   

Falls

Morgan fielded 
questions from the 

audience and showed 
clips from his X Games 

tribute video at the 
Saturday evening 

banquet.
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“I guess you could say I’m a mentor or coach or consultant for 
some of the younger guys on the team,” Morgan explained. “I go 
to all the races, and if I see a better line on the track, I’ll say some-
thing to them. I’m kind of their eyes in the sky.”

In his role for Ski-Doo, Morgan has been to Iowa several times 
for the professional snocross races at Dubuque. Although he was 
unable to make the ISC two years ago due to illness, he said he 
enjoyed his time in Iowa for convention. He said he appreciates 
the efforts of volunteer organizations like the ISSA to help keep 
the sport around for generations to come.

“Thank you guys for putting in all the hard work and for keeping 
the trails alive,” Morgan said. “It doesn’t look like you get very 
much snow down here, and it looks pretty similar to my home 
area. We don’t get very much snow either, which makes it tough 
for the clubs to keep the sport alive. But like my motto has been 
throughout my entire racing career, you need to put in the work to 
have the fun.”

Influential success
Growing up on a farm in Canada, Morgan said he rode snow-

mobiles as a kid but admitted his real passion was dirt bikes early 
on. While competing in an indoor arenacross race back home, he 
caught the attention of some Arctic Cat brass, and they invited him 
down to the states to try out his skills in snocross.

“Motocross was my big thing. Snowmobile racing wasn’t even 
really in the picture back then,” Morgan admitted. “I did grow up 
on sleds, but my dream was always motocross racing. My whole 
career in snocross was by chance really.”

His first snocross race was in the spring of 1997 at West Yellow-
stone. He was supposed to compete in the semi pro class but set his 
sights right away on the pro class. 

“I was watching them practice, and it didn’t seem like the guys 

Ski-Doo Ambassadors Blair Morgan and Bret Rasmussen helped 
the ISSA celebrate its Golden Anniversary this past November in 
Cedar Falls.

out there were going that fast,” Morgan recalled. “I was taking the 
jumps differently and was standing up everywhere on the track.”

Morgan eventually finished second to Kirk Hibbert, a legend in 
his own right and father to 14-time X Games and 11-time snocross 
champion Tucker Hibbert. “Finishing second to Kirk Hibbert was 
just like winning,” Morgan said.

Rick Tiede, marketing director for Woody’s Traction Products, 
which backed Morgan throughout his career, remembers that first 
race and how Morgan changed the game.

“When Blair showed up at that first race, standing up on a ZR 
sled, everybody wondered, ‘What’s this kid doing? He’s going to 
get himself hurt’,” said Tiede, who filled in for Morgan’s absence 
at ISC two years ago.

“Everything pretty much blew up after that first race,” Morgan 
said. “Everyone was happy with my result, and I was able to make 
some money and get a new outlook on life. This snowmobile thing 
might work out. Motocross ended up taking a back seat.”

Arctic Cat offered him a full-time ride in 1998, and he remained 
with team green until 2002. That’s when he first saw prototypes 
for Ski-Doo’s revolutionary Rev chassis and decided to change 
colors and brands.

“I was pretty worried about switching manufacturers at the 
time,” Morgan said. “But once I saw the Rev, I thought they were 
pretty awesome, and that setup definitely fit more of my style of 
riding.”

Throughout his career in snocross, Morgan said he and other 
influential racers helped to spur innovation in the sport. Besides 
the rider-forward movement, he said they worked on suspension 
tweaks and improved the overall geometry and balance of the 
sleds. What worked on the track eventually made its way to the 
trail.

“We weren’t just racers back then. We were engineers, too,” 
Morgan said. “We were trying out stuff out on the race track before 
they released it in production. I guess you could say we were the 
guinea pigs. If it didn’t break out on the track, it probably wouldn’t 
break on the trail.”

“Blair literally revolutionized so much of the sport, and every-
thing truly went from the track to the trail for the consumer mar-
ket,” Tiede said.
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by Cameron Hanson
The reigning Snowmobile Club of the Year in Iowa is also the 

largest club in the state six years running. While the club award is 
not tied directly to membership numbers, their census is clearly an 
indication of the health of the club. Let’s see what’s been the secret 
to their success for the Driftrunners, Inc., of Region 5.

Founded in 1969 in Cresco, the Driftrunners have finished each 
of the past six seasons above the century mark 
for total club members. They ended the 2022-
23 campaign at 157 members and are on pace 
to finish just as strong this season. By Dec. 
1, they already had more than 100 members 
signed up, a goal they set each preseason.

Accepting their club award at the 2023 ISSA 
Convention in Cedar Falls this past November, 
club secretary Brandon Plaht offered to share 
their membership recruitment and retention 
strategy with other clubs in the state, and as the 

ISSA struggles to gain new members, we accepted the invitation. 
Perhaps your club can find inspiration from their ideas.

Getting an early start
The Driftrunners credit their success to meeting year-round and 

staying active in their local communities all four seasons, “not just 
when the snow flies.” Plaht said their efforts begin early each year. 
Besides entering floats in local parades, the club sends out a few 
hundred mailers in August, promoting upcoming club events and 
the benefits of membership.

“These mailers are sent out to all people who have been a club 
member for the previous three years, as well as non-members who 
have a registered snowmobile in Howard and Winneshiek coun-
ties,” he said. “We get close to 30 percent of our yearly member-
ships this way by mail before fall even arrives.”

In September, the club holds its Annual Meeting and Member-
ship Drive, and this event is followed by an Early Bird promotion, 
where members who join by Dec. 1 receive a free raffle book en-
tered into the drawing at Snowfest, the Driftrunners’ annual snow-
mobile festival held the fourth weekend in January.

Secrets to Success
Driftrunners follow up convention offer 
by sharing what works for their club

CLUB PROFILECLUB PROFILE

Regular grooming efforts and timely posts on Facebook greatly 
enhance the Driftrunners’ image within the riding community.

Promoting memberships and events with a Snowmobile Iowa 
booth at the ISSA convention in Cedar Falls in November.

Like most clubs in the state, the Driftrunners also rely on social 
media to advertise their events and club activities. They have also 
created a QR code linking to an online store, making it easier to 
join the club with an electronic payment option. Paper forms and 
sign-ups are made available at nearly every club event as well.

The Driftrunners also count on Facebook to promote their 200-
mile trail system in Howard, Winneshiek and Chickasaw counties. 

In-season posts keep everyone informed by providing timely up-
dates on trail conditions and groomer activity. The club also uses 
this media platform to alert the snowmobiling public of trail clo-
sures to their 3,400 followers.

“Our club works to maintain the best trails in the state, not only 
from just having them groomed, but also having them signed well,” 
Plaht said. “We have a dedicated team of groomer operators that 
work with the groomer boss to ensure the groomer is out grooming 
as much as possible when the conditions are right.”

Strong community bond
As detailed on the map center spread this month, the Driftrun-

ners’ trail system primarily crosses private land and features fields, 
fence lines, scenic bluffs and woods. They have a few connector 
ditch trails, but the club is grateful for their long-standing relation-
ships with private landowners. Depending on annual snowfall, the 
club grooms between 800 and 1,400 miles each season.

“Each year when the snow falls, we have a team of groomer op-
erators ready to get behind the wheel,” Plaht said. “But we’ll only 
groom when the trails are ready with adequate snowfall. If only a 
portion of the trail is good to groom, we will groom and open up 
that area and leave the other section of the trail 
until more snow falls in that area.”

Facebook post last season.

Turn to page 17

Plaht
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January
• Dickinson County Snowhawks vintage ride Jan. 20.
• Driftrunners Snow Fest Jan. 25-28. Follow the club on 

Facebook for up-to-date details.
• Okobji Winter Games Jan. 25-28. Visit uofowintergames.

com for more information.

February
• Butler County Snow Snoops 7th Annual Vintage Ride Feb. 

3. Follow the club on Facebook as the event draws near.
• Team Iowa Snowmobilers ice drags Feb. 3 at Little Wall 

Lake, Jewell.
• Emmet County Driftbusters WinterFest Feb. 3.
• Spina Bifida Winter Fun Day Feb. 4 at Huxley.
• Driftrunners Charlie’s Chili Feed Feb. 10. 
• Midwest Sled Fest Feb. 10 at Clear Lake State Park. 

March
• Clean Snowmobile Challenge March 7-9, Houghton, MI.

CALENDAR

Posting accurate trail information on Face-
book three to four times a week improves the 

club’s credibility among the riding community. Plaht said the club 
is very responsive to feedback from others who ride their trails, 
especially those who travel to northeast Iowa to ride. The Driftrun-
ners want to make sure their trails are enjoyable and memorable 
for everyone.

“If your trails are poorly marked, you can expect people to be-
come lost and ride off trail and possibly come to an unsafe situ-
ation,” Plaht explained. “When we hear comments that our trails 
need more or better signage, we are proactive on that and will get 
out there as soon as we can to improve that trail with the materials 
we have.”

The Driftrunners are also proud of their relationships with the 
non-snowmobiling community. They support local and state chari-
ties, and all of their events are open to the public. They are also 
mindful to have activities for all ages at their events. With Snow-
fest being the longest active snowmobile event in the state, the 
club offers activities which are less dependent on snow over those 
four days.

“Our club strives to get as many snowmobilers and non-snow-

From page 13

The Driftrunners entered a float in the Cresco holiday parade 
Thanksgiving weekend.

The Driftrunners host Charlie’s Chili Feed each February at 
their warming bin on the trail to Florenceville near the Minnesota 
state line. The event is one of four main activities the club sponsors 
each year. The other three are the Membership Drive in September, 
the Winter Kick-Off Dance and Toy Drive in November and Snow-
fest in January.

mobilers to come to our events as possible,” Plaht said. “We part-
ner with several organizations in the community, and by doing 
this, it has helped us gain more members as well as club sponsors 
that support what we do in our area.”

2024 Snowmobile Iowa Schedule
Date Host Club Location Contact
Jan. 13 Team Iowa 

Snowmobilers
Stratford Fire 
Department

David Eide
(515) 835-8000

Jan. 20 Sno-Pak The CO-OP Bar  
& Grill, Pomeroy

Tyler Wagner
(712) 297-0062

Jan. 27 Dyersville
Driftskippers

Dirty Ernie’s, 
Farley

Ryan Ameskamp
(563) 599-6312

Feb. 3 Sac County 
Snow Lovers

Breda Golf  
Course

Jamie Rohlf
(712) 830-2196

Feb. 10 Dickinson Co.
Snowhawks

Parks Marina, 
Okoboji

Chris Kellner
(515) 890-9575

Feb. 17 Saylorville 
Dam Club

Ballard West 
School, Slater

Barry Starmer
(515) 240-5444

Feb. 24 North Iowa  
Snow Seekers

Lone Oak Bar, 
Ventura

Chad Brouwer
(641) 425-4872

Feb. 24 Central Iowa
Snowmobilers

TBD Rob Schneider
(641) 750-7927

The Membership Drive at the Driftrunners’ clubhouse at the 
Howard County Fairgrounds included plenty of kids’ activities last 
September.
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Spina Bifida Association of Iowa
Driftrunners .......................................................................... $1,000
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......................................... $750
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $500
Bremer County Sno-Knights ................................................... $300
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $300
Snow Pioneers ....................................................................... $300
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks .......................................................... $250
Emmet County Driftbusters .................................................... $200
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc. ................................................................. $200
Frozen Few ............................................................................. $150
Iowa River Riders ................................................................... $100
Southwest Iowa Snow Scooters ............................................. $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ......................................................... $50

ISSA Lobbyist Club Challenge
Societal Association of Past Presidents ................................. $550
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $350
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $300
Snow Pioneers ....................................................................... $300
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks .......................................................... $250
Sno-Pak .................................................................................. $250
Iowa River Riders ................................................................... $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ......................................................... $50

ACSA Legal Defense Fund
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......................................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $200
Iowa River Riders ................................................................... $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ......................................................... $50

ISSA Scholarship Foundation
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $250
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......................................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $200
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks .......................................................... $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ......................................................... $50

ISU Clean Snowmobile Challenge
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......... ($250+$500 match) $750
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $500
Snowdrifters, Inc. .................................................................... $500
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ......................................................... $50

ALS of Iowa
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Webster County Ice Breakers ................................................. $100

Fundraising year renews each November at convention.
Please use Venmo or mail donation checks to the ISSA  

office at 1924 270th St., Marble Rock, IA 50653

2024 DONATIONS
Emmet County Driftbusters, Region 2
by Jason Harvey, President

The Driftbusters have been busy this fall by adding a new south 
loop to our trail system. This loop uses county roads to tie Wall-
ingford, High/Ingham Lake complex, Ringsted, and also gives us 
an opportunity to explore connecting with Palo Alto near Graet-
tinger. We have also moved the trail over a mile from HWY 15 
between Armstrong and Ringsted to a level B road. This will allow 
us to gain some time and cut some miles as we no longer need to 
groom both sides of the highway for a good stretch. 

We hosted our membership drive on Dec. 3 at All Star Lanes 
Bowling Alley in Estherville again this year. MB Precision gra-
ciously sponsored the bowling and the pizza for us during the 
afternoon. This is a great drive for us as we have something for 
everyone. 

We are planning our WinterFest for Feb. 3 at Oak Shores on 
Ingham Lake. This year may include an ice lemans cross-country 
time trial race. More details will be on our Facebook page as that 
comes together.

Driftrunners, Inc., Region 5
by Zach Gooder, Past President

Winter is getting closer! Although the weather hasn’t shown 
much optimism recently for snowfall, most areas in the country 
are facing the same situation we are. Hopefully once it turns, it 
turns for good, and we can all enjoy our trails that we have pre-
pared and work hard on to get ready.  

Plans are underway for our Snowfest coming up at the end of 
January, and we are prepared for snow…or no snow. Our board 
meets bi-weekly this time of the year and will turn to weekly meet-
ings for the month of January. We enjoy having members from 
other clubs join our meetings, and we welcome anyone to our fu-
ture meetings!

Keep an eye on this magazine and Facebook for updates on our 
club and our trails! THINK SNOW!

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club, Region 7
by Barry Starmer, President

CLUB NEWSCLUB NEWS

A pair of presentations were made at the Saylorville Dam Snow-
mobile Club meeting Dec. 12 in Region 7. Above left, club presi-
dent Barry Starmer hands a $500 check to Dylan Yegge with the 
Clean Snowmobile Challenge team from Iowa State University, 
representing the club’s match of other donations made at the state 
convention in November. Above right, outgoing ISSA Raffle Com-
mittee Chair Seth Bram, left, delivers $1,000 in beef certificates 
and a half pallet of beer to club member Nick Leonard, winner of 
the ISSA’s 2023 Grand Raffle drawing Nov. 18.
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by Cameron Hanson
The Midwest Sled Fest at Clear Lake each February gets to be 

a little bit of slug fest, as vintage snowmobiles vie for position on 
an unmanicured track, stretching out over a mile in front of Clear 
Lake State Park.

The serpentine layout features a LeMans-style design with plen-
ty of hairpin turns, chicanes and straightaways. Racers of all ages 
compete for bragging rights, a little bit of cash and some great 
prizes. With most races lasting three to 10 laps in length, the track 
gets pretty rough and the corners get bare, often separating the 
competition as the laps wind down.

“We don’t do much to the course except lay out the cones and set 
up the start-finish line. Mother Nature takes care of the rest,” ex-
plained race coordinator Rusty Peters from Rock Falls. “We let the 
riders bounce their way through the snow, taking the bumps and 
carving the ice as they go. It basically comes down to the survival 
of the fittest for both rider and machine.”

Lake racing at Clear Lake is a tradition that dates back to the 
1970s. It returned in 2009 with the Jack Helgren Memorial Race 
and, for the past five seasons, continues as the Midwest Sled Fest. 
This year’s event is slated for Feb. 10. Last winter drew 77 com-
petitors from across the Midwest, including Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and South Dakota. 

With 166 total entries, more than 20 classes offered youth, vin-
tage, stock and open racing across several engine sizes with pay-
outs to the top three finishers in each. The 600cc classes continue 
to attract the most interest. Last winter, McCain Jennings from 
Whittemore won the final race of the day, the 15-lap Stud Boy 
Challenge, which paid out $500 to the winner. Complete race re-
sults can be found online at midwestsledfest.com.

Sled Fest is hosted by the North Iowa Snow Seekers and the 
Hancock County Snowmobile Association, both in Region 3. Be-
sides a day full of racing, the event includes radar runs, Kitty Cat 

Midwest Sled Fest Returns to Midwest Sled Fest Returns to 
Clear Lake State Park Feb. 10Clear Lake State Park Feb. 10

Getting a tow back to the pits.

Competitors slide their way through the chicanes near the start-
finish line in February of 2023.

Coming  Coming  
ThroughThrough
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races, a vintage snowmobile show and on-ice food vendors.
Peters said it takes an army of volunteers to make it all happen, 

and he’s grateful for all the help the committee gets—from plow-
ing the pit area on the lake to the cooperation from the City of 
Clear Lake and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to the 
countless sponsors which help with the purse, prizes and expenses.

Peters said they could always use more help, though, particu-
larly during the week leading up to the race. For more information 
or to help out with next month’s event, contact Peters at (641) 420-
0248 or visit the race website. For sponsorship information and the 
latest race updates, follow Midwest Sled Fest on Facebook.

From left, Rusty Peters, Rusty Olsen and Luke Peters discuss 
track conditions at the 2023 Midwest Sled Fest.

Racers getting their starting position from 
track volunteer Joe Paulus of Rockford.
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Trails 10 and 13 run together through Eagle River and provide 
the main thoroughfare for the ‘Snowmobile Capital of the World’.

by Cameron Hanson
Word of a trail closure at Eagle River, Wis., this winter means 

even a club from the ‘Snowmobile Capital of the World’ isn’t im-
mune from losing a landowner lease. Off-trail riding, excessive 
noise and trespassing all contributed to the closure, and without an 
immediate remedy, the outcome will likely affect tourism and lead 
to excessive out of route miles for local riders.

This unfortunate situation got me thinking about my only visit 
to that area two years ago and if I had ridden on the impacted 
trail. According to news reports, the affected section was located 
on Trail 13 south of Eagle River towards Three Lakes. Turns out, I 
had ridden on the trail but only north of town when it runs concur-
rent with Trail 10.

We had visited Eagle River in January of 2022 as part of a snow-
mobile vacation to Vilas County. Our first time this far east, we 
had decided to tour this part of Wisconsin based on recommen-
dations from other Iowa riders. Plus, this area is filled with rich 
snowmobile tradition and history worthy of a pilgrimage for any-
one with my passion for the sport.

First, Sayner, about seven miles north of St. Germain, is billed 
as the “birthplace of the snowmobile,” where Carl Eliason created 
a “motor toboggan” in a garage behind his general store in 1924. 

This pioneer of the sport is enshrined in both the International 
Snowmobile Hall of Fame at Eagle River and the race-focused 
Snowmobile Hall of Fame at St. Germain.

Next, at Eagle River, is the World Snowmobile Headquarters 
and museum and the World Championship Derby Complex. Both 
of these facilities are located on the north end of town across the 
road from the aforementioned Trail 10/13. Later this month, the 
famed ice oval track will host its 61st annual derby race in Eagle 
River.

Opposite the derby complex is the local Ski-Doo and Polaris 
dealer, aptly named Track Side. On our way through town, we had 
stopped in there to pick up some oil and to kick the skis on a few 
new sleds. Little did we know that five months later, we would 
meet the owners again at the International Snowmobile Congress 
in Dubuque, where they received the ACSA Dealer of the Year 
Award.

Return the of the ice castle
All of these landmarks were very noteworthy and quite impres-

sive to see for the first time, but the real jewel in Eagle River was 
the return of the ice castle near the depot museum downtown. As 
luck would have it, 2022 was the first time the castle had been built 
since 2018. Unseasonably warm temperatures the previous three 
winters had thwarted the town’s efforts.

Needless to say, the castle 
provided a nice trailside 
photo opportunity both in 
the daylight and especially 
on our return trip at night, 
when it was illuminated 
with LEDs. According to 
the local chamber, the ice 
castle is normally erected 
during the holiday week by 
firefighters and other volun-
teers. They typically put in 
more than 700 hours to cut 
approximately 2,000 blocks 
of lake ice.

Each block weighs 80 
pounds, and once completed, the castle stands 33 feet tall. Ice from 
nearby Silver Lake needs to be between 12 and 15 inches thick 
before it can be harvested for this temporary winter structure. This 

Snowmobile PilgrimageSnowmobile Pilgrimage
First-time trip to Eagle River doesn’t disappoint in January of 2022First-time trip to Eagle River doesn’t disappoint in January of 2022

Scenic riding between Eagle 
River and Land O’Lakes.
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tradition dates back to 1933, but only twice since 2015 had it been 
completed, so our timing was definitely pretty good that year.

Plenty of areas to explore
Our visit to Eagle River was on the second of four days of rid-

ing in Vilas County. From Eagle River, we continued north to the 
Michigan border at Land O’ Lakes and then made a loop over to 
Phelps. Following a lengthy ride across Twin Lake, we stopped at 
the Twin Lake Pub before returning to Eagle River for supper at 
the Sweetwater Resort. By the time we made it back to the Hearth-
side Inn at St. Germain, we had 110 miles on for the day.

Thursday, Jan. 26, was our first full day of riding in the area and, 
at 97 miles, was fairly short with plenty of exploratory riding. This 
day was unintentionally bookended by dinner and supper breaks 
at Woodruff and eventually included a turnaround destination of 
Mercer. To get there, we chose a meandering path north out of 
Woodruff.

Along the way, we stopped at Angler’s Fine Food at Manitowish 
Waters and the Lazy Ace Saloon at Manitowish before continuing 
on to refuel at Mercer. For the return trip, we opted for an easier 
route home and decided to stay on the Corridor 17 rail-trail south. 
After donating some money to the Lake of the Torches Casino at 
Lac du Flambeau, we stopped to eat at Woodruff again and contin-
ued back east to St. Germain to call it a day.

At 140 miles, our third day of riding found us heading north 
from St. Germain to Presque Isle with a late breakfast at Boulder 
Junction. Unlike our visit to the U.P. a year earlier, we were thank-
ful places were open for business and indoor seating was available 

this time around. With limited capacity and long wait times due 
to short staffing, though, you could tell this restaurant was still 
recovering from the pandemic. We felt sorry for the only waitress 
on duty and tipped her accordingly.

After breakfast, we followed Trail 2 west and then picked up 
Corridor 6 toward Presque Isle. At the top side of this loop, we 
stopped for supper at the Skyview Lodge and Supper Club and 
then headed back south toward Boulder Junction by way of Cor-
ridor 6 and Corridor 15. Being Friday, trail traffic was fairly heavy 
by this time of night, so we enjoyed an extended stay at the Head-
waters Restaurant for a few hands of 500 and watched the parade 
of sleds go by.

Final day of riding
Finally getting to bed after midnight, we slept in the following 

morning and got a late start on our final day of riding. Having 
traveled north the first three days, we decided to head down south 
toward Rhinelander. We stopped at the Moondance Bar and Grill 
for dinner and made it down to Rhinelander just in time for the 
weigh-in for a pike fishing contest on Thunder Lake. The free hors 
d'oeuvres were great, but the Jailhouse Saloon got a bit crowded 

Twin Lake Pub between Conover and Phelps.

Located next to the derby track on the north end of Eagle River, 
the World Snowmobile Headquarters is home to the International 
Snowmobile Hall of Fame and Museum.

in a hurry.
Giving up our table to some ice fishermen, we jumped back on 

the lake, refueled at the first accessible gas station and then rode 
north on the Rhinelander Flowage. After a short jaunt on Trail 
47, we picked up Corridor 12 and followed that west toward Mc-
Naughton. By now, it was late Saturday afternoon, and traffic was 
again very heavy. After a few close calls out on the trail, we were 
ready for a lengthy supper break to calm our nerves at the Mc-
Naughton Pub and Grill.

After dinner, it was back north, where Corridors 12 and 17 ran 
together for a stretch. At the intersection with Trail 370, we started 
heading northeast toward St. Germain, stopping one last time at 
Mackz Hideaway on the Rainbow Flowage. From here, it was a 
smooth ride back to the hotel along Trail 70A, ending our final day 
at a mere 83 miles.

Overall, our four days of riding netted us 430 miles. Nothing 
really to brag about. Just a nice easy vacation to recharge our bat-
teries with plenty of sightseeing, plenty of snow and plenty of new 
areas to explore.

Map check on the way to Rhinelander.
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REGION 1
Buena Vista Blizzard BustersBuena Vista Blizzard Busters

President: Jeffrey Sassman
709 Hudson St., Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 299-1001

Clay County Sno BroncsClay County Sno Broncs
President: Phillip Claus
1805 Highland St. P.O. Box 225
Ruthven, IA  51358
(712) 363-1004
pclaus14@gmail.com

Dickinson County SnowHawksDickinson County SnowHawks
www.dickinsoncountysnowhawks.com
P.O. Box 504, Spirit Lake, IA 51360
President: Kevin Winters
P.O. Box 305, Lake Park, IA 51347
(712) 320-9530
kwinters9530@gmail.com

Lyon County Sno-LyonsLyon County Sno-Lyons
P.O. Box 576, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
President: Lucas Bouwman
406 S. Greene St
Rock Rapids, IA 51246
(712) 635-0032
lucas.bouwman52@gmail.com

O’Brien County SnowtrackersO’Brien County Snowtrackers
Steven Wiersma
5801 370th St, Primghar, IA 51245
(712) 461-2774
steelpack2017@yahoo.com

Osceola County High Point RidersOsceola County High Point Riders
www.highpointriders.com
President: Jeremy Wollmuth
5992 200th Street, Melvin, IA 51350
(712) 461-1510
jeremywoll10@gmail.com

Powder Players Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Remsen, IA 51050
www.powder-players.com
President: Jesse Schroeder
23376 Marble Ave., LeMars, IA 51031
(712) 548-8384
jesseschroeder1980@gmail.com

Sioux County Snowmobile ClubSioux County Snowmobile Club
President: Ben Van Der Brink
3471 Eagle Ave
Rock Valley, IA 51247
(712) 470-1176
ben@bklandscape.com

REGION 2
Emmet County DriftbustersEmmet County Driftbusters

President: Jason Harvey
1826 450th Ave., Estherville, IA 51334
(712) 392-0475
emmetcodriftbusters@gmail.com

Humboldt Sno-SkimmersHumboldt Sno-Skimmers
President: Shane Braby
PO Box 62, Dakota City, IA 50529
(515) 890-1945
snoskimmers@gmail.com

Kossuth County Drift SkippersKossuth County Drift Skippers
President: Taylor Erpelding
619 6th St., Whittemore, IA 50598
(515) 320-5658
erpeldingt423@gmail.com

Palo Alto Rough RidersPalo Alto Rough Riders
President: Adam Kerr
P.O. Box 118, Cylinder, IA 50528
(712) 298-0338
adamkerr1@outlook.com

Sno-PakSno-Pak
P.O. Box 122, Rockwell City, IA 50579
Find us on Facebook
President: Kolby Wagner
749 South St., Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 830-3821
kolbywagner@yahoo.com

REGION 3
Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.

President: Dan Stromer
1840 Hwy 69, Klemme, IA  50449
(641) 587-9903, stromerd@yahoo.com

Iowa River RidersIowa River Riders
President: Lenny Watts
2835 Sycamore Ave., Dows, IA 50071
(515) 571-6034
lenny@usa-chemical.com

Lakota Sno-EaglesLakota Sno-Eagles
President: Michael Smidt
3509 185th Ave.,Titonka,IA 50480
(515) 320-4052, myiq599@gmail.com

North Iowa Sno-JammersNorth Iowa Sno-Jammers
P.O. Box 103, Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.northiowasnojammers.com
President: Matt Trunkhill
135 310th St., Woden, IA 50484
(515) 320-0737, mtrunkhill@wgo.net

North Iowa Snow Seekers
President: Chad Brouwer
15 Williamsburg Cir
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 425-4872
northiowasnowseekers@yahoo.com

Worth County Fence StretchersWorth County Fence Stretchers
P.O. Box 27, Northwood, IA 50459 
President: Mike Peterson
P.O. Box 97, Kensett, IA 50448
(641) 390-1499
petersonex@wctatel.net

REGION 4
Bremer County Sno-Knights

President: Tyler Fober
33574 Grove Rd., Shell Rock, IA 50670
(319) 404-7935, tif1985@aol.com

Butler County Snow SnoopsButler County Snow Snoops
President: Seth Bram
P.O. Box 484, Allison, IA 50602
(641) 512-1932
snowsnoops@gmail.com

Cedar Falls Sno HawksCedar Falls Sno Hawks
President: Gary Matthias
3205 McClain Dr., Cedar Falls IA 50613
(319) 235-7667
gmkm2161@gmail.com

Chickasaw Sno-Riders
President: Chad Pickar
206 S. Brush St.
Lawler, IA 52154
(641) 415-1844
cpickar1844@gmail.com

Floyd County Groomers AssociationFloyd County Groomers Association
President: Joe Obermeier
1301 Missouri Ave
Charles City, IA 50616
(641) 330-6225
www.floydcountygroomerswebs.com

Howard County Stump JumpersHoward County Stump Jumpers
President: Jim Owen
602 Cherry St., Riceville, IA 50466
(641) 220-0149
buckarro0149@hotmail.com

Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,
President: Karl Hermann
128 State St ., Osage, IA 50461
(641) 420-2850
jkconstruction@yahoo.com

REGION 5
Allamakee Sno-BlazersAllamakee Sno-Blazers

Allamakee Sno-Blazers
PO Box 94 Waukon, IA 52172
President: Brandon Fahey
snoblazers@yahoo.com

Dubuque County SnowhawksDubuque County Snowhawks
President: Tom Spalla
3309 Brook Hollow Dr.,
Asbury, IA 52002
(563) 582-8893, tnspalla@hotmail.com

Clayton County Snowbirds
12469 Hwy. 18, Postville, IA 52162
President: Dan Torkelson
302 E Church St.
Farmersburg, IA 52047
(563) 880-2422

Driftrunners, Inc.Driftrunners, Inc.
Join Us on Facebook under ‘Groups’
President: Chris Shimek
15968 Timber Ave., Cresco, IA 52136
shimek86@gmail.com

Dyersville DriftskippersDyersville Driftskippers
www.dyersvilledriftskippers.net
President: Ryan Ameskamp
29465 Dyersville E Rd.
Dyersville, IA 52040, (563) 599-6312

Snow PioneersSnow Pioneers
President: Mitchell Heims
233 Bailey Dr., Manchester, IA  52057
(563) 920-2141, heimsm@live.com

Trail Blaz-zers Inc.Trail Blaz-zers Inc.
trailblazzerssnowmobileclub@gmail.com
P.O. Box 162, Sumner, IA 50674
President: Dustin Taylor
(563) 920-4634
Double.d.taylor@gmail.com

Trails UnlimitedTrails Unlimited
1222 Hwy. 150, Festina, IA 52144
President: Bud Winter
(319) 231-3337, bwinter@acegroup.cc

Wapsipinicon Snowmobile AssociationWapsipinicon Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 802, Indepedence, IA 50644
www.wsaiowa.com
President:  Kyle Kayser
2718 Freeman Ave.
Independence, IA 50644
(319) 415-5018

 Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc. Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Decorah, IA 52101 
President: Kevin Downing
2404 Tamarack Dr Rd.
Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 380-6779
wtrailtwisters2022@gmail.com

REGION 6
Sac County Snow Lovers

P.O. Box 464, Lakeview, IA 51450
President: Jamie Rohlf
408 Center St., Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 830-2196

Southwest Iowa Snow ScootersSouthwest Iowa Snow Scooters
President: Trent Larson
25817 208th St., Crescent, IA 51526
(712) 309-1516, trentlarsn@gmail.com

 REGION 7
High Bridge TrailblazersHigh Bridge Trailblazers

President: Nate Guess
689 190th St., Ogden, IA 50212
(515) 290-2348

Raccoon Valley Snow ChasersRaccoon Valley Snow Chasers
President: Mike Patten
5204 Neva Pt., Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-3863, mjpat76@aol.com

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile ClubSaylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
P.O. Box 3133, Des Moines, IA 50316
www.saylorvilledamsnowmobileclub.org
President: Barry Starmer
602 NE Trilein, Ankeny, IA 50021
(515) 240-5444
sastarmer1@gmail.com

Team Iowa SnowmobilersTeam Iowa Snowmobilers
www.teamiowasnowmobilers.com
President: David Eide
3339 Stagecoach Rd.
Stratford, IA 50249
teamiowasnowmobilers@gmail.com
(515) 835-8000

Webster County Ice BreakersWebster County Ice Breakers
President: John Gallentine 
P.O. Box 193 Dayton, IA 50530 
(515) 351-7859 
jgallentine86@gmail.com

REGION 8
Central Iowa SnowmobilersCentral Iowa Snowmobilers

P.O. Box 1751, Marshalltown, IA 50158
President: Rob Schneider 
1864 Marsh Ave. 
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 750-7927 
17schneider@gmail.com 

Tri-County Snowmobile AssociationTri-County Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 231, Traer, IA 50675
President: John McKenna
5164 23rd Ave., Mt. Auburn, IA 52313
319-721-5895, jnmckenna1@gmail.com

REGION 9
Cascade Snowmobile ClubCascade Snowmobile Club

President: Steve Peiffer
916 6th Ave. SE, Cascade, IA 52033
(563) 599-1875

Eastern Iowa SledheadsEastern Iowa Sledheads
P.O. Box 519, Lone Tree, IA 52755
easterniowasledheads@aol.com
President: Mindy Scott
P.O. Box 435, 204 W. Dougherty Dr.
Lone Tree, IA 52755
scott4@iowatelecom.net
(319) 629-4630(h), (319) 325-1903(c)

Eastern Iowa Sno-Riders
President: Logan Goettsch
1945 278th St., Calamus, IA 52729
easterniowasnoriders@gmail.com

Frozen FewFrozen Few
P.O. Box 612
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-0612
President: Jamie Prull
1101 First St., Palo, IA 52324
(319) 981-0397, jprull@prullgroup.com

Scott County Sno-SeekersScott County Sno-Seekers
scottcountysnoseekers@gmail.com
1312 Middle Rd Bettendorf, IA 52722
President: Conor Flaherty
(563) 505-4806, eagle3382@aol.com

Snowdrifters, Inc.Snowdrifters, Inc.
P.O. Box 5135, Coralville, IA, 52241
www.iowa-snowdrifters.org
President: Chuck Kikuts
2912 Wyatt Dr. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317
(319) 431-4501

Snowmobilers of Jackson CountySnowmobilers of Jackson County
President: Dale Sieverding
30939 320th St., Bellevue, IA 52031 
(563) 451-6625
dalesieverding@yahoo.com

Clubs in red reported 100% ISSA MembershipClubs in red reported 100% ISSA Membership SNOWMOBILE CLUBSSNOWMOBILE CLUBS
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REGION 1
Storm Lake Honda
Arctic Cat
207 E. Milwaukee Ave.
Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 732-2460
stormlakehonda.com

REGION 2
Algona Aero Service
2907 Hwy 18 W 
Algona, IA 50511
Byron’s
112 S. Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 468-2372
byrons@ncn.net
byrons-bar.com
LIVE music every Sunday @ 5
Co-Op Bar and Grill
714 S East St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 297-4600
thecoopbarandgrill.com
Flipside Pizza & Pub
11 Dewitt St.
LuVerne, IA 50560
(515) 882-9303
Joe’s Tire & Auto
749 High St
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-8818
Johnny’s Bar & Grill
106 Main St. E 
Wesley, IA 50483
(515) 679-4031
Ramthun Custom 
Services
2257 Traer Ave.
Manson, IA 50563 
(515) 480-3970
Rasmuson Electric
2781 Valley Ave.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(515) 467-5748
Schumacher 
Well Drilling Inc.
2201 Slagle Dr.
Algona, IA 50511
(515) 295-2337
Sedlacek Snowmobile 
Salvage
135 Lake St. 
Rockwell City, IA 50579 
(712) 210-0718
Tavern 119
119 Main St., Fonda, 
IA 50540
(712) 288-6333
Traditions
6903 Twin Lakes Rd.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-5138
Wagner Custom 
Rolling
749 South St.
Rockwell City, IA 50579 
(712) 830-3821
Zinnel Bean Rolling
716 S Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(515) 419-5527

REGION 3
Advanced 
Concrete Inc.
11475 Hwy. 9 
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 590-1699
Algona Machine  
& Supply
2204 Plum Creek Rd 
Algona, IA 50511 
(515) 295-9521
Blairswright 
Farms Inc.
905 3rd Ave. NE
Clarion, IA 50525 
(515) 835-0502  
erthmovr@wmtel.net
Bonnstetter Auto  
Body & Towing
108 W Main St.
Belmond, IA 50421
(515) 291-4731

Braun Mechanical, 
LLC
1115 3rd Ave. NE 
Belmond, IA 50421
Brcka Construction
Fertile, IA 50434
Burdette Ostrich Farm
170 Heather Ave.
Alden, IA 50006
(515) 681-4529
iowaostrich95@gmail.com
Cattleman’s at 
the Club
1608 3rd St NE. PO Box 205
Belmond, IA 50421 
(641) 444-4183, 
(253) 310-8861 
cattlemansattheclub@
gmail.com
Central Iowa 
Fabrication
1003 Grand Ave.
Alden, IA 50006 
(515) 859-7213 
(515) 681-4109 
candice@centraliowafab.com
Chappy’s on Main
122 S Main St, 
Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-2727
ragingcy@yahoo.com
County Line Seeds
129 Industrial Dr., 
Forest City, IA 50436
DK Arndt, PC
116 East I St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-4631
dkafc@dkarndtcpa.net
dkarndtcpa.net
Donna’s Lounge
427 1st St
Meservey, IA 50457
(641) 358-6419
Dudley’s Corner
648 Hwy 3
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 866-6999, 
(641) 425-2241
Farm & City
Insurance Services
145 S. 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2925
Fischer Farms
22386 590th St. 
Pomeroy, IA 50575
Fleener Auto  
Parts & Service
11475 Hwy 9
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2100
Forest City Ford, Inc.
P.O. Box 448
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5555
Friesenborg & Larson
Custom Spraying  
45884 70th Ave. 
Buffalo Center, IA 50425 
(641) 584-2258 
joe@fandlirc.com
Fuel 
1513 2nd St. SW 
Clarion, IA 50525 
(515) 532-3835
Garage Tavern
103 Main St
Coulter, IA 50431
(641) 430-6855
thegaragetavern@gmail.com
Garner Dental Group
55 State St.
Garner, IA 50436
(641) 923-3771
(800) 450-3771 
garnerdental.com
Hair Designs
236 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2405
sbenson@wctatel.net
Happy Time Resort

Harrahdise
505 Rowan Rd.
Dows, IA 50071 
(515) 851-8516  
iowariverriders@gmail.com
Helm Farms
12376 345th St
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-3959
shelm@wctatel.net
Holland Contracting
1400 S. 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2231
hollandcontracting.com
Iowa Central Electric
PO Box 203
Alden, IA 50126
(515) 859-7072
(641) 373-1186
jerry@icecontracting.com
Iowa Forklift  
& Equipment
404 Park Ave.
Dows, IA 50071 
(515) 852-3272, 
(515) 835-9708 
brittney@iaforklift.com
JACG LLC Custom 
Manure Hauling
1789 Grouse Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 425-2488
rodemeyerj@yahoo.com
JM Pork
507 4th St NW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
JT Machine & Tool Co.
602 S Federal St. 
P.O. Box 304
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-4513
jeff@jtmachineandtool.com
Keel Farms
1515 335th St.
Forest City, IA  50436
(641) 430-3823
Kirschbaum Electrical 
& Plumbing
609 S. Winnebago 
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-8831
Klein Insurance
1408 250th St.
Algona, IA 50511 
(515) 320-0213
Lake Mills Motor 
Sports
Polaris
45563 C Hwy 69
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-2145
lakemillsmotorsports.com
Manufacturer’s  
Bank & Trust
245 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2825 
mbtbank.com
Muhlenbruch  
Insurance
PO Box 426
Dows, IA 50071
(515) 290-2968
buck@trvnet.net
Murra Farms
4209 240th St. 
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
Old Fire Liquor
113 1st St NE
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
Pralle’s Wash City
1271 Jonquil Ave.
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 430-4133
tesstegg@hotmail.com
RLP Specialties
19378 Vine Ave
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 696-5566
Shooterz Sports  
Bar & Grill 
P.O. Box 406
Forest City, IA 50436

Sietsema Family 
Monument Sales
P.O. Box 172, 
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-9177 
psietsema@gmail.com
Smith Crop 
Insurance Agency
2285 Taylor Ave.
Rowan, IA 50470
(515) 689-3986 
smithinsavery@gmail.com
The Corner Restaurant 
& Lounge
207 East Main
Belmond, IA 50421
(641) 444-4451
Timber Tree Service
3217 Hwy 69
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-2579
Timbukbru 
215 6th St. SW
Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-0015, 
(515) 408-7996
Sueloats@gmail.com
USA Chemical
1275 Hwy 69, 
Belmond, IA 50421
(515) 571-6012
ryan@usa-chemical.com
Vinje Pub
15960 490th St., 
Scarville, IA 50473
(641) 568-3150
VIP Lounge
3360 Maple Ave.
Forest City, IA 50436
West Scott Farm LLC
1332 Eagle Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
smuhlenbru@newcoop.com
(515) 571-4137
Westside Restaurant & 
Lounge 
1216 Water St 
PO Box 177 
Alden, IA 50006 
(515) 859-3087

REGION 4
DR Powersports
Ski-Doo/Kawasaki
3600 Fast Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 235-6453
drpowersports.com

REGION 5
Best’s Powerhouse
Used sleds. 
Attn: Cory Best 
11217 E Dunkerton Rd.
Dunkerton, IA 50626 
(319) 822-2599 
corybest@dunkerton.net
Myers Polaris Inc.
Polaris
304 E Main St., 
Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 635-2311
myerspolaris@mchsi.com
myerspolaris.com
V & V Insurance 
Agency
P.O. Box 159, Cresco 
IA, 52136-0159
(563) 547-2161
insurance@vandvins.com

REGION 6
Aaron Nieland Farms
3036 390th St. 
Breda, IA 51436
Al’s Corner/Sparky’s
12053 Hwy 71
Carroll, IA 51401 
(712) 673-2723
Becker Diesel
1951 Van Buren Ave.
Manson, IA 50563
Blackhawk Marine
3001 Hwy 71/175 
Lake View, IA 51450 
(712) 657-2368

Breda Bar & Grill
16323 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436
CarQuest
1705 W. Main 
Sac City, IA 50583 
(712) 662-4738

Catman’s Mowers
P.O. Box 52
Lake View, IA 51450
Clean Fun
15498 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436
Cobblestone Inn & 
Suites
119 Boulders Dr. 
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2660
Denny’s Auto Center
119 9th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
Doc’s Place
111 Main St., PO Box 521 
Wall Lake, IA 51466
Fat Boys
109 Pine St.
Auburn, IA 51433
Field Ready
P.O. Box 256
Lake View, IA 51450 
(712) 657-2000 
Frank’s Repair
3235 390th St.
Breda, IA 51436
(712) 673-4661
Haberl Plumbing
106 E Main St.
Breda, IA 51436
Huegerich Farms
15498 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436
Independent Inputs
111 N 1st St. 
Breda, IA 51436
Iowa State Bank
419 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2721
Jacobsen Seed
129 9th St., P.O. Box 379
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2841
Jocks Sport Bar
215 S Main St.
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2245
Lake View Motors
2885 330th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712)-657-8012
Laney’s Corral
319 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 830-4967
Odebolt Bowling Alley
401 S. Des Moines
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2278
Outcast Lake View 
Redemption
502 5th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
Phillips Manufacturing
2900 310th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2105
Pizza Plus
130 W 1st St. 
Wall Lake, IA 51466 
(712) 664-2332
Red’s Place
116 Main St. 
Breda, IA 51436 
(712) 673-4410
Rex Chevrolet
805 S. Des Moines St. 
Odebolt, IA 51458 
(712) 668-2296
Schroeder Dentistry
210 W 1st St. Ste. 2 
Wall Lake, IA 51466
Schroeder Seeds
609 N Main St.
Wall Lake, IA 51466 
(712) 830-3211

Seiler Appliance Inc.
317 North Main St.
Pocahontas, IA 50574 
(712) 335-4100 
emily@seilerappliance.com
The Bar
416 Main St. 
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2614
The Dock-It
111 Boulders Dr.
Lake View, IA 51450
Timeless Vault
730 5th St. 
Lake View, IA 51450
Trailside Roadhouse
110 370th St. 
Carnarvon, IA 51450 
(712) 664-2706
Wall Lake Lumber
201 1st W St.
Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 664-2357
Whiskey Run
17499 Ivy Ave. 
Maple River, IA 51401 
(712) 790-4502

REGION 7
ALS Assn. Iowa Ch.
3636 Westown Pkwy.
Ste. 204
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 369-2572
info@alsaiowa.org 
webia.alsa.org
Autism Society of 
Iowa
P.O. Box 65311
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
(515) 327-9075 
autism50ia@aol.com
autismia.com
Edward Jones
Justin M. Bjerke
2575 N Ankeny Blvd.
Ste. 217 
Ankeny, IA 50023-4703 
515-965-7582 
edwardjones.com
Spina Bifida
Association of Iowa
8525 Douglas Ave., Suite 39
Urbandale IA 50322
(515) 278-7013
contact@sbaiaorg, 
sbaofia.org

REGION 8
Stoner’s Speed Shop
105 Griffith St, PO Box 
756 Hudson, IA 50643
(319) 231-9388, 
(641) 580-0089
brielle.eddy@gmail.com

OUT OF STATE
Pat’s Landing
7476 N Pats Landing Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
(715) 945-2511
Pink Ribbon Riders
5420 Beckley Rd., Ste. 334
Battle Creek, MI 49015 
pinkribbonriders.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSASSOCIATE MEMBERS



Join us for our 7th Annual Vintage Ride Feb. 3.Join us for our 7th Annual Vintage Ride Feb. 3.

MarketplaceMarketplace

www.floydcountygroomers.webs.comwww.floydcountygroomers.webs.com

CLUBS

Make plans to 
attend SnowFest 
2024 Jan. 25-28.



MarketplaceMarketplace
Iowa Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club
Region 9

Maintaining trails around Solon, North 
Liberty, Ely, Fairfax and surrounding areas

www.iowasnowdrifters.com

CLUBS

Central Iowa Central Iowa 
SnowmobilersSnowmobilers
Host Club of the  Host Club of the  
Iowa Nationals Grass Drags Iowa Nationals Grass Drags 

SERVICES
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DEALERS

TOURISM

SERVICES




