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Convention Recap
New leadership elected; club donations 
recognized; budget improvements noted.

Snowmobile Iowa
Organizers looking to double number of 
planned rides; host clubs sought.

Heart of Iowa Ride
Saylorville club maintains access to multi-
purpose trail through hard work, goodwill.

Twice as Nice
Butler County club gets boost with second 
used groomer, shares cost with RSC.
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On to my next step with the ISSA. 
I am honored to be elected to be your 

next president of the ISSA. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Scott 
Nauman for his service and commitment 
to the ISSA in the many positions he has 
held over the years. The history of lead-
ership for the ISSA runs very deep in his 
family’s roots, and it’s no surprise to me 
that he has helped make things brighter 
for the future direction of the ISSA. For 
that, I am thankful for his leadership and I 
want to wish him luck wherever the trails 
may take him. 

I believe those who attended the ISSA 
Convention last month left with a sense 
of comradery and a few stories to tell for 
years to come. It’s always nice to see the 
faces of friends who enjoy this sport as 
much as I do, but it is even nicer to see 
faces of people who we have missed the 
past few years. Welcome back to those 
members we’ve missed and welcome to 
all the new faces to our annual conven-
tion. 

It has been enjoyable for the past three 
years to be so involved with the plan-
ning process of putting on a successful 
convention, but I must say, I’m ready for 
the new 2023 Convention Committee to 
take the reins this coming year. 

Next year will be a special time for the 
ISSA. We celebrate our 50th Anniversary 
of the existence of our organization, and 
I feel lucky to be a part of it my first year 
as your president. Let’s hope I can make 
the 28 presidents who have served this 
organization before me proud of my lead-
ership.

Changing of the Guard
New leadership elected at state convention; club 
donations, budget improvements recognized

ISSA members from Regions 7 and 8 gather for director elections at the 2022 ISSA 
Convention in Ames Nov. 12. With 2022 an even-numbered year, elections were held in 
even-numbered regions.

Outgoing ISSA President Scott Nauman 
passed the gavel to incoming President 
John Kahler at the state snowmobile con-
vention in Ames last month. Recognizing 
his four years of service as an officer on the 
board, Nauman received a commemorative 
clock from the ISSA.

by Cameron Hanson
Close to 100 snowmobilers attended the 

ISSA’s 49th Annual Convention in Ames 
the second weekend in November. The 
weather set the tone for the three-day event 
by delivering below-freezing temperatures 
and a smattering of snow flurries.

The ISSA Board of Directors hosted the 
Nov. 11-13 gathering at the Quality Inn and 
Suites, the same venue as the 2021 conven-
tion. After a festive hospitality night Friday 
evening, ISSA members tended to official 
business at the General Assembly meeting 
Saturday morning.

Outgoing ISSA President Scott Nauman 
completed his two-year term at convention, 
and Vice President John Kahler automati-
cally assumed the top leadership position. 
They officially passed the gavel later that 
evening during a banquet ceremony.

“I wouldn’t have been able to do what 
we did without the support of the entire 
board and all of you out there,” said Nau-
man, who received a commemorative clock 
recognizing his four years of service as an 
officer on the board. “Good luck, John.”

“It’s been a pleasure serving as your vice 
president, Scott, and I hope I can carry for-
ward what you have started. But you’re not 
going very far, just so you know,” Kahler 
said.

An election was held to fill the open vice 

president position. Region 5 Director Matt 
Miner defeated Region 4 Director Seth 
Bram in a ballot vote. Kate Taylor from the 
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc., in Region 5 was later 
appointed to fill Miner’s unexpired term as 
director on the board.

With 2022 an even-numbered year, di-
rector elections were held in the even-num-
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MATT 
MINER
ISSA VICE 
PRESIDENT

Hi. My name is Matt Miner, and I’m your 
new vice president of the ISSA. I reside in 
northeast Iowa and run my family’s corn 
and soybean operation. My home club is 
the Driftrunners Snowmobile Club out of 
Cresco. I took over as the Region 5 direc-
tor when Chris Willey moved up to V.P. 
six years ago and was an assistant direc-
tor before that. I ride a 2022 Ski-Doo 850 
Renegade.  

I would like to thank everyone who came 
out to the 2022 ISSA Convention in Ames 
last month and voted for me. I’m looking 
forward to working alongside John and the 
rest of the ISSA board to keep snowmobil-
ing moving forward.  

If you couldn’t make it to convention, 
you missed out on a good time, and I rec-
ommend it to try and make it next year to 
the 50th one. They are a lot of fun. Also, 
I want to say a big thank you to everyone 
who  helped this year. Job well done!

Today, as I was getting some farm stuff 
put away and ready for the white stuff that 
is on the way (hopefully we get a good 
amount this year), I saw a couple of club 
members out putting signs on the trail. 
That got me thinking about all the work 
that goes into snowmobiling in the state.  

When it comes to snowmobiling, most 
sledders think that trails just happen, but 
as we know, that is not true.  From the 
club members who run the groomers, to 
the ones who mark trails, to the members 
who go out on cold days and nights to 
help fix the trails or rescue the groomer or 
someone lost, and to the ones who do the 
paperwork to help the clubs run, and the 
family members who support them, every-
one is important!!! You don’t get the Thanks 
or the Recognition you deserve. So at your 
next club event or meeting say thank you 
to those members and give them a big 
round of applause.  

As I sign off for this issue, I’m always 
open to hear from you on any ideas or con-
cerns that you might have, so please give 
me a call, and we can talk. Also, I would like 
to come to your club meetings and activi-
ties and hear from you and also go riding.   
Just let me know the date and time.

From me to all the members, THANK 
YOU and GOOD JOB.  

bered regions in the ISSA. Region 2 Assis-
tant Jason Harvey and Region 8 Assistant 
Rob Schneider were both elected to direc-
tor roles. Incumbents Bram and Region 6 
Director Jamie Rohlf were re-elected in 
their respective regions. 

Region 10 was not represented at con-
vention, and Kahler will be reaching out 
to current director Aaron Dorothy to deter-
mine his future on the board. This region 
was created seven years ago when the bot-
tom tier of clubs in Iowa was consolidated 
into one large region. The ISSA’s By-Laws 
had yet to reflect that change, and mem-
bers ratified amendments to update the lan-
guage at convention.

 “We can change our Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs) during any regular 
board meeting, but By-Laws can only be 
changed at convention,” Kahler explained. 
“There were only a few minor changes, and 
we are all good now.”

Improved financial statement
Following elections, members heard up-

dates on the ISSA’s scholarship program as 
well as a report on the American Council of 
Snowmobile Associations (ACSA). Mem-
bers also discussed legislative issues and 
learned of the ISSA’s improved financial 
condition from the ISSA’s Budget Com-
mittee.

As compiled by Treasurer Brittany Pau-
lus, who was re-appointed to her position 
by Kahler following convention week-
end, the ISSA’s Profit and Loss Statement 
showed another positive balance at con-

vention, up from the 2021 total and a sig-
nificant improvement over the 2020 deficit. 

The budget committee credited this fi-
nancial rebound to a number of belt-tight-
ening factors, including the following:

• A $5 increase in membership dues
• Reduced lobbyist contract
• Fewer issues of this magazine
• Improved fundraising efforts
• Timely cost-cutting measures
The board increased the cost to join 

the ISSA to $20 in 2021, the same year it 
stopped renewing its annual contract with 
ISSA lobbyists Mike Heller and Paula 
Feltner. On a limited basis, their law firm 
still represents the ISSA at the Statehouse 
in Des Moines, but their only compensa-
tion comes in the form of donations to the 
ISSA’s Club Challenge.

In May, the board voted to downsize the 
Iowa Snowmobiler magazine from seven to 
four issues, and in November, they sold the 
ISSA’s Promotional Trailer in a sealed bid 
process. The board set a minimum price of 
$6,000 for the enclosed trailer, and the suc-
cessful bidders were Jerome Hadaway and 
Nikki Kempe from Team Iowa Snowmobil-
ers. Kahler defended the sale of the trailer 
at convention.

“With gas being the way it was going and 
moving this trailer across the state to dif-
ferent functions, it wasn’t becoming practi-
cal anymore,” he said. “It was becoming a 
drain on the budget that we were trying to 
correct. We’ll be taking the proceeds from 
this sale, and we’re going to buy some pop-
up tents and feather banners that are much 
easier to transport.”

Following brunch, the convention moved 

Jerome Hadaway and Nikki Kempe from 
Team Iowa Snowmobilers submitted the 
winning bid for the ISSA’s Promotional 
Trailer.

ISSA Raffle Committee Chair Seth Bram 
congratulates Andy “Lunker” Lundquist 
on his winning ticket in the ISSA’s Grand 
Raffle at convention. The grand prize was a 
pallet of Busch Light 30-packs. 400 tickets 
were sold at $10 apiece for a net profit of 
$2,600 for the ISSA raffle account. 
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REGION ONE
Kevin Winters, Director
PO Box 305, Lake Park, IA 51347
(712) 320-9530

Randy Magg, Assistant
1728 280th Ave.
Spirit Lake, IA 51360
rdmagg5460@gmail.com

Steve Wiersma, Assistant
5801 370th Street
Primghar, IA 51245
(712) 461-2774

REGION TWO
Jason Harvey, Assistant
1826 450th Ave.
Estherville, IA 51334
(712) 392-0475
emmetcodriftbusters@gmail.com

Jeremy Walker, Assistant
1402 170th St.
LuVerne, IA 50560-8552
(515) 341-1626
jlkwalk@gmail.com

REGION THREE
Ben Diekhuis, Director
2115 Nash Ave.
Britt, IA 50423
(515) 291-2329, diekhuis@gmail.com

REGION FOUR
Seth Bram, Director
17313 Packard Ave.
Clarksville, IA 50619
(641) 512-1932, sethbram@gmail.com

Brent Nauman, Assistant
23667 210th St., Rockford, IA  50468
(641) 425-8964
bmnauman@gmail.com

Jeremy Wolf, Assistant
3006 Cheyenne Ave.
Nashua IA 50658
(641) 330-7410
jeremy.randjtrucking@yahoo.com

REGION FIVE
Kate Taylor, Director
18325 90th St.
Maynard, IA 50655
(563) 920-3306
kdtaylor2009@hotmail.com

Steve Vorwald (Sherri), Assistant
1582 210th St. 
Manchester, IA 52057
(563) 927-5362

REGION DIRECTORSREGION DIRECTORS

Gary Matthias, right, president of the Cedar Falls Sno Hawks in Region 4, announces 
his club’s donations to ISSA charities at the Saturday evening banquet. The fundraising 
year renews at convention each November, and so far this season, clubs have contributed 
more than $9,000 to various causes.

into its afternoon schedule with a planning 
session for the 2023 Snowmobile Iowa ride 
schedule and presentations from Aaron 
Casler from 515 Racing and the SAE Clean 
Snowmobile Challenge team from Iowa 
State University. 

The ISSA’s Review and Selection Com-
mittee—which has managed the club side 
of snowmobile registration and trail pass 
revenue since 2017—also met Saturday 
afternoon. Committee members provided a 
groomer program update, and trainers cer-
tified 18 groomer operators.

The RSC also held an election for its 
Region 2 representative, which has sepa-
rate boundaries than the ISSA’s Region 2. 
Incumbent John Gallentine from the Web-
ster County Ice Breakers was re-elected to 
a three-year term. This position was open 
to any snowmobile owner in the RSC’s 
central region with a current snowmobile 
registration.

Please note reports on convention semi-
nars and updates on ISSA programs have 
been or will be covered in past, present and 
future issues of this publication.

Putting the fun in fundraising
At the banquet Saturday evening, ISSA 

members jumped into fundraising mode 
with several auctions, raffles and dona-
tions benefiting the ISSA and its charitable 
causes. The ISSA’s fundraising year renews 
each year at convention, and club checks—
as listed on page 16 of this month’s issue—

included the following contribution totals:
• $4,800 to the Spina Bifida 

Association of Iowa
• $1,350 to the ISSA Education and 

Scholarship Foundation
• $1,200 to the Club Challenge
• $950 to the ISU Clean Snowmobile 

Challenge Team
• $550 to the ACSA Legal Defense Fund
• $100 to ALS of Iowa
• $100 to Friends of the ISSA
Items from the Silent Auction brought in 

$600, including another $200 earmarked 
for the scholarship program. A 50-50 cash 
drawing also netted the scholarship pro-
gram $545. Riley Anderson from Team 
Iowa Snowmobilers won the drawing and 
then donated her winnings back to the 
scholarship program.

Also bringing in cash for the scholarship 
program was Sally Carmichael’s annual 
quilt raffle drawing. This year’s quilt was 
won by Bruno and Marilyn Andreini from 
the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club. 
Each fall, Carmichael donates time and 
materials to create a winter-themed quilt to 
be raffled off, and this year’s entry raised 
$305 for future scholarship recipients.

A long-time ISSA supporter, Pat’s Land-
ing, a resort on the Chippewa Flowage in 
northern Wisconsin, donated a three-night 
lodging package to the ISSA valued at 
$1,000. Dave “Bart” Bartholomew with 
515 Racing in Des Moines was the winning 
bidder at $900. Andy “Lunker” Lundquist 
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REGION SIX
Jamie Rohlf, Director
408 Center, Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 830-2196
jrohlf70@gmail.com

Gene Gerdes, Assistant
P.O. Box 826, Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-8541
gaskgerdes@gmail.com

REGION SEVEN
David Eide, Director
3339 Stagecoach Rd.
Stratford, IA 50249
(515) 835-8000

REGION EIGHT
Rob Schneider, Director
1864 Marsh Ave.
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 750-7927 
17schneider@gmail.com

REGION NINE
Jamie Prull, Director
1101 First Street, Palo, IA 52324
(319) 981-0397
jprull@prullgroup.com

Todd Sieverding, Assistant
27818 Sieverding Ridge Rd.
Bellevue, IA 52031
(563) 599-0584
tsfire10@gmail.com

REGION TEN
Aaron Dorothy (Anna), Director
502 E. Cedar Ln., Mt. 
Pleasant IA 52641
(319) 986-5188(h), (319) 217-6361(c)
aarond65@hotmail.com

Jim Fitzgibbon
1729 180th St., Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
(319) 931-3410 
drumcat9800@gmail.com

REGION DIRECTORSREGION DIRECTORS

from Team Iowa Snowmobilers served as 
the impromptu auctioneer.

Lunker also won the ISSA’s Grand Raffle 
this year: a pallet of Busch Light 30-packs. 
He was then roped into a special auction for 
a Stanhope State University hockey jersey, 
a shirt which, ironically, also bore his last 
name and had apparently been left behind 
in the hospitality room the evening before. 
Being a good sport, Lunker not only had to 
buy back his jersey but had to conduct the 
auction himself, bringing in another $160 
for the ISSA.

Lunker lives in the central Iowa com-
munity of Stanhope and is an “alumnus” 
of the watermelon-in-cheek local institu-
tion of higher learning known as Stanhope 
State University. In a moment of compas-
sion, Bruce “Stumpy” Wagner, owner of 
Stumpy’s Bar in nearby Duncombe and a 
Team Iowa sponsor, offered to cover Lunk-
er’s lunches for a week to offset his unex-
pected apparel expense.

Awards program suspended
The hockey jersey auction was con-

ducted in the spirit of Merv Hoermann’s 
cowboy hat raffle. On more than one oc-
casion, Hoermann, a two-time president of 
the ISSA who passed away in May, had to 
buy back his cowboy hat in similar fashion. 
Hoermann, as well as Region 5 Assistant 
Director Wyatt Willey, who passed away 
unexpectedly in October, were both hon-
ored earlier in the day with a tribute slide-
show.

Normally a banquet staple, awards were 
not handed out at convention this year. In 
September—as it had done in 2002—the 
ISSA board agreed to suspend the program 
in an effort to re-energize clubs and im-
prove nominations. The board is currently 
looking for members to volunteer on the 

Awards Committee. Past winners and cat-
egories can be found online at www.iowas-
nowmobiler.com/awards.

This year’s convention was planned and 
organized by the ISSA Board of Directors 
as no region or club stepped up to host. For 
the third straight year, Kahler chaired the 
convention planning committee, and he 
thanked his family for their support and as-
sistance convention weekend. Wagner of-
fered to buy them lunch as well. 

“I’ve had fun chairing this event the last 
couple of years, but I’m definitely ready 
for someone else to take it over,” Kahler 
said.

Besides his family, Kahler also recog-
nized the efforts of several clubs and re-
gions which helped out this year at con-
vention. Region 1 set up the Friday night 
hospitality, and Team Iowa and Region 7 
coordinated both Saturday meals and also 
lined up Saturday evening’s entertainment 
featuring musician David Watson from In-
dianola. 

Next fall, the ISSA celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary in the Waterloo-Cedar Falls 
area. Miner and Bram are co-chairing next 
year’s conven-
tion, and in ad-
dition to the 
normal fanfare, 
they are plan-
ning some off-
site excursions to recognize this special 
milestone. To volunteer or to offer sugges-
tions and ideas, call or text Miner at (563) 
380-7142 or Bram at (641) 512-1932.

Musician David Watson from Indianola 
provided the Saturday evening entertain-
ment at convention.

Andy “Lunker” Lundquist from Team 
Iowa Snowmobilers not only had to buy 
back his hockey jersey but had to conduct 
the auction himself at last month’s conven-
tion. 



by Cameron Hanson
With each new winter comes renewed optimism. 
Despite getting skunked out last year, the ISSA’s Snowmobile 

Iowa program is not only getting ready to enter its seventh season 
next month but is also looking to expand the number of organized 
rides offered across the state.

First developed by Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini, the 
Snowmobile Iowa program began modestly in 2016 with just four 
rides scheduled every other Saturday in Iowa. Due to participant 
enthusiasm, the program quickly grew to include rides nearly ev-
ery weekend, and now the program is looking to double the num-
ber of events annually.

At last month’s ISSA con-
vention in Ames, Andreini, 
who continues to coordinate 
the program, invited inter-
ested snowmobile clubs to 
a ride-planning session, at 
which time he announced his 
intention to hold two rides 
each Saturday from Jan. 14 
to Feb. 25. One ride will 
be held in eastern Iowa and 
the other in western Iowa to 
hopefully capture what snow 
has fallen in Iowa to that point in the season.

“I really think this will help with providing a better chance of 
having enough snow to complete more of our rides,” Andreini ex-
plained. “I realize it’s a pretty aggressive schedule, but in order to 
do this, we need 14 clubs to volunteer and coordinate a ride for 
us. We cannot make this work without host clubs stepping up to 
provide guided tours of their areas.”

As usual, the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club—Andreini’s 
home club—grabbed the first Saturday in February to coincide 
with the club’s hosting of the Winter Kids Fun Day at Huxley the 
following day for families with the Spina Bifida Association of 
Iowa.

On Feb. 4, club members will provide a guided tour in the 
southern part of Region 7 by first visiting Big Creek State Park 

Chasing the Snow
Snowmobile Iowa program doubles  
down to take advantage of snowfall

Barry Starmer, president of the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile 
Club in Region 7, winds his way through Big Creek State Park 
near Polk City in January of 2021. This February, the club plans 
to host a Snowmobile Iowa ride through the park.
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near Polk City and then returning to Slater for a 42-mile roundtrip 
on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail. As of press time, no other club 
had signed up to host a Snowmoble Iowa ride.

Showcasing Iowa trails
Snowmobile Iowa is a spin-off of the long-established club 

showcase at convention of the same name, where clubs set up 
booths to display their trails, maps and event photos. Andreini 
wanted to take that concept a step further by encouraging clubs 
to host organized snowmobile rides and to brag about their trails 
firsthand.

“The purpose of this program is to educate riders on where the 
best snowmobile trails are located in Iowa,” he said. “We also 
want to establish a good and lasting relationship with other riders 
and help keep tourism dollars in our state since we will be riding 
closer to home.”

Each ride starts at 10 a.m., and Andreini said he prefers the 
planned routes to stay within 50 to 60 miles. Host clubs are asked 
to provide a ‘Ride Captain’ to lead the group and then have two 
or three members follow up at the rear to make sure participants 
stay on course, since many will likely be unfamiliar with the area.

While the weather did not cooperate last winter, the year prior 
was probably the most successful campaign for the program in its 
seven-year history. Four ride dates were completed as scheduled 
that winter, and ironically, two of the cancelled dates were not held 
due to a lack of snow but rather over travel concerns created by 
blizzard conditions and sub-zero temperatures.

“I never cancel a ride until three days before an event,” Andreini 
said. “I usually wait for the latest possible forecast and up-to-date 
trail information, so we can have a pretty good idea if there’s going 
to be snow in that area on that weekend or not. I hold off until the 
last minute so hopefully we can make each ride happen.”

If a ride is cancelled, notices are sent out by email and social 
media. Addressing some concerns from previous years, Andreini 
said he doesn’t want clubs to feel guilty if a ride is cancelled due 
to the lack of snow cover or poor trail conditions.

“Don’t worry about it. It’s not a big deal if we have to cancel 
your ride,” he said. “We want to improve our chances this winter 
and offer two rides each Saturday. If we don’t get two clubs to sign 
up for each weekend, we’ll just have one ride. Whether we get 
five, seven or 10 clubs to participate, that’s what we’ll go with.”

Bring a friend
To sign up for a ride, clubs can contact Andreini at (515) 240-

3858 or awbruno3@gmail.com. They can also reach out to Region 
4 Director Seth Bram at (641) 512-1932 or sethbram@gmail.com 
for more information. Trail conditions and ride updates will be 
posted on social media as the ride dates get closer.

Andreini said Snowmobile Iowa rides are a great way to intro-
duce new people to the sport. He encouraged clubs to invite their 
local authorities and politicians along for the ride as well. If cold-
weather gear is needed, the ISSA owns a dozen sets of quality 
snowmobile suits and helmets, and Andreini said he will arrange 
for their delivery to each club function if necessary.

“I can’t think of a better way to get new people involved in our 
favorite pastime,” Andreini said. “It may end up being a slower 
ride, but it’s going to be worth it in the long run. If you want to 
gain a snowmobiler for life, you need to give them a good experi-
ence. Everybody knows somebody who doesn’t snowmobile but 
may be interested in riding. Ask them to go with on one of these 
Snowmobile Iowa rides.”

“Getting your local officials to join on a ride is also important 
to the future of our sport in Iowa,” added Past ISSA President Jim 
Willey. “Teach them the basics and really get them out there so 
they can enjoy our sport. You can really make some new friends 
in snowmobiling.”

The trail around Big Creek 
State Park is one-way and fea-
tures several bridge crossings.
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by Cameron Hanson
The Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club in Region 7 is always 

one of the first clubs to sign up to host a Snowmobile Iowa ride 
each winter. The reasons are many, according to trail boss Craig 
Krapfl, but the main one, as he puts it, is that “it’s hard to say ‘no’ 
to Bruno.”

Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini is a Saylorville Dam club 
member and the founder and coordinator of the Snowmobile Iowa 
ride program for the ISSA. As such, he encourages his home club 
to lead by example and sign up to host a ride each year to showcase 
their trails and hospitality.

Andreini is also the ISSA’s former liaison to the Spina Bifida 
Association of Iowa (SBAIA), the ISSA’s official charity. It’s a 
title that Krapfl now holds. Since 2007, their club has hosted the 
annual Winter Kids Fun Day for SBAIA families on the first Sun-
day in February at Huxley.

So now, as club members begin planning their annual charity 
ride, they automatically sign up for the Snowmobile Iowa ride on 

Slater
Huxley

Cambridge

Maxwell

Collins

Heart of Heart of 
Iowa Nature  Iowa Nature  

Trail RideTrail RideCruising under 
Interstate 35

Hard work, goodwill ensure club
access to multi-purpose trail

Trailhead sign near West Ballard Elementary school in Slater.

the first Saturday in February, “so people can make a weekend of 
it if they want,” Krapfl explained.

On Feb. 4 this winter, interested riders can meet in the parking 
lot at the West Ballard Elementary school in Slater and join Say-
lorville club members as they make a 20-mile loop through Big 
Creek State Park and then return to Slater for a 42-mile roundtrip 
on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail.

Popular corridor for snowmbiles
According to Krapfl, Big Creek is the jewel of the club’s 120-

mile trail system, but the region is probably best known for the 
multi-purpose Heart of Iowa Nature Trail, which offers recreation 
to a wide variety of users, including hikers, bikers, snowmobilers, 
equestrians, hunters and even trappers.

“As a club, we are all pretty partial to our scenic loop through 
Big Creek, but for the communities in this area, I would say the 
Heart of Iowa is more popular because you can pretty much do 
anything on it except ride an ATV,” Krapfl said. “It’s pretty acces-
sible to everybody and a lot of people know about it. It’s our main 
trail.”

A segment of the former Milwaukee Railroad, this rail-trail cor-
ridor stretches 32 miles overall through Story and Marshall coun-
ties with 21 miles used by snowmobilers. From the school in Slat-
er, the trail serves the towns of Huxley, Cambridge, Maxwell and Grooming the Heart of Iowa with Saylorville’s Pisten Bully.



Collins, passing under Interstate 35 along the way.
Working with local authorities, Saylorville club members have 

established spur trails to local businesses located along the route. 
According to Andreini, establishments truly welcomed the club’s 
arrival when they first began developing the trail for snowmobile 
use 20 years ago.

“We visited with a lot of cities and businesses to get the okay to 
make a trail from the Heart of Iowa into their communities and to 
find places to park,” he said. “It took a lot of legwork, and thank-
fully, what we set up back then is not much different than how it is 

Kenzie Krapfl, a member of the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile 
Club, checks her phone before heading out on a Snowmobile Iowa 
ride on the Heart of Iowa trail in February of 2020.

today. We helped get traffic to their businesses, and they really put 
out the welcome mat for us.”

Along with the tireless efforts of local club members, Andreini 
credits two key people for improving the Heart of Iowa in the early 
years for snowmobilers: Carol Williams, a retired Special Projects 
Ranger for Story County Conservation, and Charlie Rhinehart, a 
club member from Dallas Center who donated excavating equip-
ment and fill dirt to level off the surface.

“We were able to get officials to give us their blessings to go 
ahead and make all of this happen,” Andreini said. “The trail was 
very helter-skelter at the time. Charlie was in there for weeks and 
made improvements all the way to Collins.”

Compared to its current, regularly manicured state, Andreini 
said the Heart of Iowa was fairly unrecognizable back then. Over-
growth had choked the trail down to a 15-foot width in sections, 
and with planking and decking long since removed, several bridge 
supports had vegetation growing on top of them.

“The trail was in really bad shape,” Andreini recalled, sharing 
photos from the era to prove his point. “It was not passable from 
Huxley clear to Collins. You can’t believe how rough it was—so 
rough you didn’t want to ride a snowmobile on it.”

Over several years and many weekends, club members cleared 
the brush back, and a $2,300 grant from the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources covered Rhinehart’s fuel, which is all he want-
ed for payment. According to Andreini, Williams secured funding 
to replace the bridge deck and approaches over the South Skunk 
River. That bridge is now paved with scenic overlooks on each 
side.

Improvements continue
The Heart of Iowa began with a crushed limestone surface, but 

as Story County Conservation continues to apply for grant fund-
ing, the trail is “about half paved” now from Huxley to just east of 
Cambridge, Saylorville Dam President Barry Starmer noted. Grass 
areas are reserved for snowmobilers in the winter for those hard-
surfaced stretches.

Starmer said area snowmobilers have preserved their access to 
the Heart of Iowa trail through a productive partnership with the 
Story County Conservation as well as steady trail-clearing work 
each fall. Their efforts were never more evident than in August of 
2020, when a derecho brought wind speeds of up to 130 mph to 
the area and knocked down trees along several parts of the trail.

“When the derecho came through, that pretty much made the 
trail impassable at Maxwell,” Krapfl said. 

“You couldn’t even walk through it,” Starmer added.

Charlie Rhinehart’s equipment works on bridge supports over 
the South Skunk River on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 20 years 
ago.
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Armed with chainsaws, rakes and shovels, about a dozen or so 
club members embarked on a massive cleanup effort along the 
trail. At Maxwell, club member Jacob Huber’s family donated the 
use of a telehandler bucket to reach compromised branches and a 
skid loader with grapple forks to haul the debris away to waiting 
dump trucks from the city. 

As it has on several cleanup days since and before, the club 
learned many hands make light work. Starting on a Saturday 
morning, the club was finished by lunchtime and had even wid-
ened the trail there to the point where the groomer could fit where 
it couldn’t before. 

Starmer said their volunteer efforts two years ago serve as an-
other example of the Saylorville club doing its part to make ongo-
ing improvements to the trail and to maintain snowmobile access 
to it. Andreini said that sweat equity has also improved the club’s 
image and credibility among other trail users. 

“As a snowmobile club, we need to be proud of what we have 
accomplished on that trail,” he said. “We have really established 
some goodwill in the community. You can’t battle these other 
groups. You have to join them in order to get things done.”

Saylorville club members cleaning up the Heart  
of Iowa after the 2020 derecho.

Passing under a pedestrian bridge in Huxley.

 
CALENDAR

December
• Emmet County Driftbusters Membership Drive Dec. 4 at 1 

p.m. at All Star Lanes in Estherville.
• Bremer County Sno-Knights toy drive ends Dec. 17.

January
• International Snowmobile Safety Week Jan. 14-22. Visit 

snowmobile.org for more information.
• Driftrunners’ SnowFest Jan. 19-22 at the Howard County 

Fairgrounds. Follow the club on Facebook for updates.
• University of Okoboji Winter Games Jan. 26-29. Visit 

uofowintergames.com for more information.

February
• Team Iowa Ice Drags Feb. 4 at Little Wall Lake, Jewell
• Snowmobile Iowa ride Feb. 4 at 10 a.m. in Region 7. Meet 

in the parking lot at the Ballard West Elementary School 
in Slater.

• ISSA Winter Kids Fun Day Feb. 5 at 11 a.m. at the Huxley 
Safe Room. Spend the day with families from the Spina 
Bifida Association of Iowa.

• Emmet County Driftbusters WinterFest Feb. 4-5 on 
Ingham Lake east of Wallingford.

• Clean Snowmobile Challenge Feb. 7-9 at Eagle River, Wis.
• Take-A-Friend Snowmobiling Week Feb. 11-20. Visit 

gosnowmobiling.org for more information.
• Midwest Sled Fest Feb. 11 at Clear Lake. 
• Driftrunners’ Charlie’s Chili Feed Feb. 11.
• Butler County Snow Snoops Sixth Annual Vintage Ride 

Feb. 18.
• Bremer County Sno-Knights poker run Saturday, Feb. 25.
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IN MEMORIAM

Region 5 Assistant Director Wyatt 
Willey Passes Away in October
by Cameron Hanson

Assistant Region 5 Director Wyatt Willey died unexpectedly at his home in Manches-
ter on Oct. 12. The son of Chris and Andrea Willey, he was 17 years old and a senior at 
West Delaware High School, where he participated in cross country, wrestling and golf.

Passionate about snowmobiles and most things with an engine, Willey was a mem-
ber of the Snow Pioneers snowmobile club in Region 5. He was active in the ISSA’s 
Kids Intentionally Supporting Snowmobiling (KISS) youth program and also vol-
unteered at the 54th Annual International Snowmobile Congress (ISC) in Dubuque 
this past June.

Along with his family, Wyatt also helped out at the local club level and looked 
forward to hitting the trails each winter. “Wyatt loved snowmobiling,” his dad 
said during a tribute at the 2022 ISSA Annual Convention in Ames last 
month.

In 2021, Wyatt became the youngest board member ever to serve 
for the ISSA. He was also the first third-generation member on the 
board, following in the footsteps of his father and grandfather, Jim, 
who were both Region 5 directors and eventual ISSA presidents. 
Wyatt was recruited to the position by then-Region 5 Director Matt 
Miner.

“Unbeknownst to me at last year’s convention, Matt and Wyatt 
started talking about him joining the board, and by the end of the weekend, he was one of Matt’s assistants,” Chris 
recalled. “Wyatt didn’t go to every club meeting in his region, but he made sure he went to the Snow Pioneers and 
would give the report on everything that was going on at the state level.”

Family was important to Wyatt, and he helped them when and where he could, especially when it came to snow-
mobiling and the ISSA. Besides his dad and grandfather’s involvement, his sister, Isabelle, organized the KISS 
program for the ISSA, and his mother chaired the ISC 2022 Planning Committee. 

“Wyatt was one of the instrumental workers 
in the background at this year’s ISC,” Chris re-
called. “He stayed late at the Thursday night 
Off-Site Excursion and helped clean things up 
and haul things back. The rest of the time, he 
would run wherever his mom needed him to 
go.”

Wyatt also encouraged and inspired his father to remain active on 
the Executive Board of the American Council of Snowmobile As-
sociations (ACSA), an at-large position to which he was elected at 
ISC the previous year in Omaha. 

“They were looking for younger people to get involved with 
ACSA, and I said I was too busy with what was going on in our 
state,” Chris recalled. “But Wyatt said, ‘Dad, if you don’t do it, who 
is going to be the person who is going to keep things going and get 
the younger generation involved?’ So I threw my hat in the ring and 
became involved with ACSA.”

In honor of Wyatt’s ambition and memory, Iowa snowmobile 
clubs and individuals raised $3,500 in the weeks since his passing. 
The donations were collected by Miner and announced during the 
banquet at convention. The outpouring of support was not lost on 
the Willey family, and Chris said the money will be put to good use.

“We are going to form a foundation that will support everything 
that Wyatt loved,” Chris said. “We’ll probably start a scholarship for 
someone involved with snowmobiling and also offer help to kids 
who are having the same issues that we didn’t know our son was 
having. 

“Wyatt’s death came totally out of leftfield for us, so we want to 
make sure that we have the support for kids who need it, and your 
donations will help,” Chris continued. “All we can say is thank you. 
We are going to make sure his memory lives on, both in snowmobil-
ing and all other facets he enjoyed in life.”

Wyatt Willey
2005-2022

Wyatt Willey volunteering with Matt Miner and Scott Nauman 
at the Thursday night Off-Site Excursion to the Field of Dreams 
movie site near Dyersville as part of the 2022 International 
Snowmobile Congress at Dubuque this past June.
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CLUB NEWSCLUB NEWS

Join us for our 6th Annual Vintage Ride Feb. 18.Join us for our 6th Annual Vintage Ride Feb. 18.

by Cameron Hanson
Just in time for the club’s 50th Anniversary, the Butler County 

Snow Snoops added a second used groomer to their equipment 
fleet this year to help maintain their 200-mile trail system in Re-
gion 4. The twin-track 2005 Pisten Bully joined the club’s original 
2002 Tucker Terra four-track groomer in August.

The Tucker was one of the first groomers in Iowa purchased 
through the federal Recreational Trails Program 20 years ago. The 
club had been requesting an upgrade from the ISSA’s Review and 
Selection Committee (RSC), and as they inched their way up the 
waiting list, club members spent the past six years raising funds for 
the club’s match. 

However, with the RSC’s blessing, the club changed its course 
this summer when the used Pisten Bully came up for sale on social 
media in the central U.P. of Michigan. Now, instead of owning 25 
percent of a new groomer, they will own 50 percent of a used ma-
chine, plus retain the use of the Tucker.

“This was a way for us to make a deal with the RSC, make some-
thing work for our club and still keep our old groomer,” club presi-
dent Seth Bram explained. “Between new tracks, regular mainte-
nance and even some body work, we put a lot of time and labor to 
keep our old groomer looking nice and running good, so why not 
keep it around.”

Money ahead
The shared agreement is a win-win for both sides. The Snow 

Snoops get two groomers, and the RSC doesn’t have to pony up 
the money for a new machine. RSC co-administrator Chris Willey 
described the joint venture as a “partnership,” and Bram said his 
club will be “money ahead” as they serve their communities better.

“With a second groomer now, we can cut our grooming time 
almost in half,” Bram said. “We should be able to get all of our 
trails done in less than 24 hours after a decent snowfall, which gets 
more traffic to our club sponsors and builds up our reputation as a 
reliable club with good trails. This will help our local economy and 
help us get more sponsors down the road.”

This winter will not be the first season the Butler County club 
has operated with two groomers. Last year, the club picked up a 
well used Sur-Trac from the neighboring Iowa River Riders in Re-

Connecting the dots
Addition of second groomer opens up 
possibilities for Butler County club

gion 3. That club had stopped using this big blue machine due to 
overheating issues and the arrival of a used 2018 Tucker groomer 
in 2020.

In exchange for the use of the Sur-Trac, the Butler County club 
had to invest time and labor into fixing the temperature issue. “We 
took it to one of our sponsors in Bristow and got it running,” Bram 
said. “It wasn’t too bad of a fix, and we were able to use it most of 
the season last year. Granted, the Sur-Trac was a different animal, 
but it worked good for us as a secondary unit.”

Bram said the snow capacity on the Sur-Trac’s drag was a life-
saver for the club for their fifth annual vintage ride last February. 
Last winter was a poor snow year in Region 4, but with the Sur-
Trac, he said they “were able to load it up with what snow was 
available and drag it over to places where we needed it. We had 
both groomers going, and that really salvaged our vintage ride last 
season.”

Despite the poor snow totals, Bram estimates his club put 850 

Two groomers working around the clock salvaged the Butler 
County vintage ride last February.

Above, Butler County 
Snow Snoops member 
Tony Knoll, center right, 
presents a check to Curtis 
Area Trails for the pur-
chase of their 2005 Pisten 
Bully. Other club mem-
bers making the August 
trip to the central U.P. of 
Michigan included Brad 
Ufford, far left, and Ben 
Boeckmann, far right. At 
left, club members make it 
their own with an official 
club decal.
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miles on the Tucker and another 300 with the Sur-Trac. Some of 
the Tucker’s mileage was from pre-season trail prep, pulling the 
club-owned roller packer to knock down vegetation and the RSC-
owned tiller to smooth out chisel-plowed fields on cross-country 
trails. He said the early trail work paid dividends as they were able 
to take advantage of what snow did fall last year.

“We’re still kind of experimenting with that tiller attachment. 
You really only have a two-week window to knock down the 
clumps from when the farmer finishes fall tillage and the ground 
freezes up,” Bram noted, adding their landowners were okay with 
this pre-season dirt work. “We were also able to roll our trail sys-
tem twice last year, and that helped us keep what snow we did get.”

Fueled by enthusiasm
According to Bram, the Butler County Snow Snoops have 12 

to 16 certified groomer operators to spend time behind the wheel 
of both groomers this winter. With trails on both sides of the Shell 
Rock River, they will be able to keep one groomer on the west side 
and the other on the east side. With careful planning and timely 
fuel stops, he expects their trails to get groomed in less than a day 
after a snowfall.

“Hopefully by Thursday, we will have all of our trails ready for 
the weekend, and riders will have a good time getting to our spon-
sors,” Bram said. “You can really connect the dots by having this 
second groomer. The trails will get groomed faster, the local econ-
omy will see a benefit and our membership will grow as a result.”

Formed in 1972, the Butler County club currently has 80 family 
members. They are 100 percent ISSA, and Bram serves as the Re-
gion 4 director on the ISSA board. Nearly reaching Highway 20 on 
the south and connecting to several neighboring clubs, their vast 
trail system is represented on the map on the preceding centerfold.

Besides sponsors and memberships, the club’s biggest two fun-
draisers are the vintage ride in February and a golf outing in June. 
Now in its sixth year, this year’s vintage ride is scheduled for Feb. 
18. Registration begins at 10 a.m. at Dumont, and the caravan 
heads 10 miles north toward Aredale at 11 a.m. The event typically 
draws more than 100 entries.

For more information on the club or any of its events, follow 
the club on Facebook or contact Bram at (641) 512-1932 or seth-
bram@gmail.com.

 

Friends of the ISSA
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100

Spina Bifida Association of Iowa
Driftrunners .......................................................................... $1,250
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club ....................................... $1,000
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks .......................................................... $500
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $500
Eastern Iowa Sledheads ......................................................... $500
Tri-County Snowmobile Association ....................................... $500
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $300
Bremer County Sno-Knights ................................................... $250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders ........................................................... $250
Frozen Few ............................................................................. $250
Mitchell County E-Z Riders ..................................................... $250
Snow Pioneers ....................................................................... $200
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc. ................................................................. $200
Winneshiek Trail Twisters ....................................................... $200
Iowa River Riders ................................................................... $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100

ISSA Lobbyist Club Challenge
Mitchell County E-Z Riders ..................................................... $500
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $350
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $300
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks .......................................................... $250
Snow Pioneers ....................................................................... $200
Iowa River Riders ................................................................... $100
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100

ACSA Legal Defense Fund
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......................................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100

ISSA Scholarship Foundation
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $250
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......................................... $250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders ........................................................... $250
Floyd County Groomers Association ...................................... $200
Snow Pioneers ....................................................................... $200
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Dickinson County Snowhawks ............................................... $100

ISU Clean Snowmobile Challenge
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club .......... ($250+$500 match) $750
Central Iowa Snowmobilers .................................................... $500
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100
Dickinson County Snowhawks ............................................... $100 

ALS of Iowa
Team Iowa Snowmobilers ....................................................... $100

2023 DONATIONS

The Butler County Snow Snoops 
count 80 members on their club 
roster, including Fletcher Boeck-
mann, who submitted these draw-
ings and his reflections on his fa-
vorite wintertime activity. Boeck-
man is the son of Western Trails 
Coordinator Bill Boeckman. 
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Emmet County Driftbusters, Region 2
by Jason Harvey, President

The Driftbusters were granted by the RSC to receive new tracks 
and drivers for our 2009 Prinoth Trooper or, as I like to call it, 
Mello Yellow. When I say tracks, it was just the rubber belting 
that was sent, as that is all that is wearable on these. So alot of 
bolts and nuts to come off, some custom wrenches to make, alot of 
ugga duggas from the impacts and some sockets that will never be 
quite the same again. Thanks to the crew that showed up Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon to get the majority of the heavy, tedious and 
sometimes angering work done. It is much appreciated! 

Our Mogul Master drag is expected to land in the county around 
the beginning of December, we are very excited to be able to get 
this in the ditch and see what 50 years of drag improvements can 
make for our trails. Our membership drive is Dec. 4 around 1 p.m. 
at All Star Lanes in Estherville. We will have a few bowling lanes 
reserved along with a spread of appetizers, pizzas, etc. provided by 
the club. I’m looking forward to getting our current members and 
families out, along with gaining new members as well. 

CLUB NEWSCLUB NEWS

Driftrunners, Inc., Region 5
by Zach Gooder, President

Hello, everyone! 
The Driftrunners have been busy as always this fall planning and 

preparing for what will hopefully be an excellent season.  Prepara-
tions have begun for SnowFest coming up on Jan. 19-22. Make 
plans now for a fun-filled weekend!  We also held our season Kick 
Off party as well as our annual Toy Drive Nov. 26 at The Pub in 
Cresco.

Trail work has begun, and we have some new routes and chang-
es coming to some of our trails. As always, we thank our generous 
landowners who allow us to ride and groom on their property year 
after year, as well as our countless volunteers who take pride and 
ownership of their trails, keeping them maintained and marked for 
all of us.

Be sure to register your snowmobiles and purchase your trail 
passes to continue our strong numbers in the state of Iowa.  

Emmet County Driftbusters recently replaced the track belting 
on their groomer.

The Clean Snowmobile Challenge Team at Iowa State Univer-
sity has adopted the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club as their 
home snowmobile club in Region 7. Each fall, they help with trail-
clearing efforts, and throughout the season, they attend as many 
club meetings in Slater as possible. 

The club also sponsors their team and, for the past four years, 
has matched up to $500 in contributions from other clubs in Iowa. 
Above is the team with club members at the ISSA convention in 
Ames last month, and below are team members following a recent 
trail work day.

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club, Region 7

At left, Saylorville club 
president Barry Starmer 
presents Aaron Casler 
with 515 Racing in Des 
Moines a check for $250 
to support his racing 
endeavors. Both Casler 
and the ISU team pre-
sented individual semi-
nars on their programs 
at last month’s conven-
tion in Ames.



Saturday, February 11, 2023Saturday, February 11, 2023
Clear Lake State ParkClear Lake State Park
Clear Lake, IAClear Lake, IA
9 am  LeMans Race9 am  LeMans Race
 Radar Runs Radar Runs
Noon Kitty Kat RaceNoon Kitty Kat Race
 Youth 120 Race Youth 120 Race
3 pm Stud Boy 3 pm Stud Boy 
 Challenge Challenge

(641) 420-0248  |   midwestsledfest.com
midwestsledfest@yahoo.com

Vintage 
Snowmobile Racing
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by Aryssa Smith, Rockford
Rockford Senior High School
Floyd County Groomers Association, Region 4
North Iowa Area Community College — 
Business and Accounting

Snowmobiling has been something I have enjoyed my 
whole life. It is my favorite activity that I look forward to 
during the wintertime. I enjoy it because you can go snowmo-
biling with your family but you can still get your alone time. 
It gives me such a thrill when bolting 
across a lake or ramping hills.

I have been snowmobiling since I 
could walk. My dad would always take 
me out riding whenever he could. I 
can remember when I saw him leaning 
when we were going around a curve, 
and I always thought he was leaning 
the wrong way. It turns out that I was 
the wrong way.

One memory of snowmobiling that 
has always stayed in my mind ever 
since I was a child. One night, we all went out as a family, me 
riding with my dad and my sister riding with my mom. On our 
way into town, my dad and I fell right into a huge hole. He fell 
forward, and I fell off to the side.

This did not stop us from continuing the ride. We got back 
on the sled and continued on. Then we got into town and were 
driving next to a road, and all of a sudden, I flew off the back 
seat. Good thing my mom, who was following, hit her kill 
switch.

Snowmobiling is an activity that I look forward to all year 
round. I enjoy it most when I am up north in Wisconsin with 
my family. I love being up there because you get a mix of 
lakes, forests along with straight and windy trails. I enjoy tak-
ing trips up north because I can have time to be with my fam-
ily doing something we all love. I love when we get to our 
stop, and everyone gets off their sleds, and we all start telling 
each other stories about what we experienced during the ride. 
There are so many aspects to snowmobiling that makes it a 
good and fun time for me and my family.

Snowmobiling to me means being able to go enjoy a time 
without having to worry about everything that is going on. I 
am able to relax and ride my sled while clearing my mind. 
The windy hills give me a feeling like a roller coaster would 
and going fast on the straightaways gives me an adrenaline 
rush of excitement. Snowmobiling is an activity that I have 
loved ever since I was a kid, and I can’t wait to keep doing it 
for the rest of my life.

by Natalie Walker, LuVerne
Algona High School
Kossuth County Drift Skippers, Region 2
University of Northern Iowa — Accounting

Snowmobiling has been a part of my life for as long as I can 
remember. Riding is something I have really enjoyed doing 
ever since I was young. When I was little, I can remember my 
dad going on snowmobile trips with the guys, and on occa-
sion, my mom would go as well. 

My dad has also been involved in our county’s snowmo-
bile club for as long as I can remember. He currently serves 

What Snowmobiling Means to MeWhat Snowmobiling Means to Me
Scholarship Essays

by Cameron Hanson
Through donations, raffles and drawings, Iowa snowmobilers 

raised $2,400 for the ISSA’s Education and Scholarship Founda-
tion at last month’s convention in Ames. The contributions arrived 
quite timely as the foundation that same weekend awarded $3,000 
in scholarships to deserving students from ISSA-member families.

According to Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini, who serves 
as the foundation’s executive director, the ISSA’s fundraising ef-
forts spared the scholarship program from tapping into its princi-
pal assets to cover the awards this year. Due to inflation and other 
economic factors, Andreini noted the foundation’s investments are 
currently down about 14 percent.

“Like many of you, our scholarship program is experiencing a 
very volatile investment climate during these recent times, seri-
ously curtailing our earnings we have grown accustomed to re-
ceiving in the past,” Andreini said at convention. “But with your 
continued support, I have the confidence this program will con-
tinue to thrive well into the future.”

Now in its 26th year, the ISSA’s scholarship foundation was cre-
ated with the seed money left over from the ISSA’s hosting of 
the International Snowmobile Congress in Cedar Rapids in 1995. 
Since 1998, the foundation has supported more than 70 students 
and tries to award at least three scholarships each year. Four were 
handed out this year and five the year previous.

This year’s recipients included Aryssa Smith from Rockford 
with the Floyd County Groomers Association in Region 4, Natalie 
Walker from LuVerne with the Kossuth County Drift Skippers in 
Region 2, Zachary Utley from New Hampton with the Chickasaw 
Sno-Riders in Region 4 and Parker Landsgard from Fairbank with 
the Trail Blaz-zers, Inc., in Region 5.

Scholarship Foundation 
Awards Four Students

Sally Carmichael, right, once again made a winter-themed quilt 
to serve as a fundraiser for the ISSA’s scholarship program at last 
month’s convention. This year’s winners were Marilyn and Bruno 
Andreini from the Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club. The raffle 
drawing brought in $305 for the scholarship foundation.
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Scholarship Essays
as a region director on the state snowmobile association, and 
whenever he has time, he will hop in the groomer and groom 
the cross-county trail we have in Kossuth County.

When we go out riding around our area, we usually ride 
in the ditches, which is alright; however, I prefer riding on 
the trails after they are groomed. I like 
groomed trails more because they are 
smooth and not as rough. In addition to 
that, I feel more comfortable on them 
and feel I have better control of my 
snowmobile. Although, any chance I 
get to ride, I will take, whether it’s just 
out in the field behind our house or rid-
ing to a restaurant for supper. 

Out of all the places my family and I 
have been snowmobiling, my favorite 
place is South Dakota. My parents first 
took me and my brothers out there about four or five years 
ago, and I instantly loved it. I enjoyed getting to ride on all 
of the groomed trails and seeing the beauty of nature on our 
stops out in the middle of the trail. Whether riding through the 
trees or out in the open, I really enjoy riding!

How I got into riding is primarily because my dad enjoyed 
it and got the rest of my family into doing it as well. Snow-
mobiling is a calming activity for me to do. It also is a nice 
stress reliever for me, so again, I enjoy going out and riding 
whenever I get the chance. 

I love hanging out with my family, and snowmobiling is 
something we can do all together in the winter months. Snow-
mobiling is one of the reasons I like the winter season. It is 
also fun when we can get together with other people to ride 
with for the day or go on trips with too. No matter what, we 
always have a good time, and this is something I can continue 
to do for the rest of my life.

Snowmobiling has become one of my favorite activities to 
do, and I am very passionate about it. I can’t wait to someday 
have a family of my own and carry on the tradition of riding 
snowmobiles together as a family.

by Zachary Utley, New Hampton
New Hampton High School
Chickasaw Sno-Riders, Region 4
Iowa State University — Agronomy

To me, snowmobiling means many things, as it has been a 
big part of my life for as long as I can remember. Some of my 
fondest memories have been made on a snowmobile, whether 
it is my dad giving me my first ride when I was young or me 
pulling my sister in a sled behind my own snowmobile. 

To me, snowmobiling is something 
a person can do to bring themselves 
closer to others. I have spent many Sat-
urdays and Sundays riding trails with 
my family and friends. These trail rides 
have brought me way closer to each 
and every single one of them. 

On top of bringing people closer to-
gether, it is the most beautiful thing a 
person can do. Picture yourself cruising 
atop of a hill on a sunny January day, 
not a single worry in the world, and 
the sun is dancing off of the snow. The trees are sparkling 
with the frost and snow as the sun dances off of the limbs. 
True peace and relaxation fill your body as you ride across 

Scholarship awards ranged between $500 and $1,000 per stu-
dent. As part of the application process, each student submitted 
an essay on ‘What Snowmobiling Means to Me’, and the winning 
entries accompany this article.

Applications for 2023 are due April 15. Students must belong 
to the ISSA either individually or through their families to qualify. 
The application period opens Jan. 15, and materials will be avail-
able for download at www.iowasnowmobiler.com/scholarship. 
Completed applications should be mailed to foundation secretary 
Carol Nauman at 1540 Kirkwood Ave, Floyd, IA 50435.

“Please take the time to apply early and do a thorough and neat 
job of filling out your application,” Andreini encouraged. “Accu-
rate spelling, proper grammar and school and community involve-
ment are very important to the grading process and will help us in 
judging these applications. Every required detail is so important.”

Each applicant is expected to obtain an Expected Family Con-
tribution (EFC) rating number from the Iowa College Access Net-
work at www.icansucceed.org. To get this number, the student 
will need to fill out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov. After filling out the FAFSA, the 
applicant will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) and be issued 
an EFC number.

The top scholarship winner from Iowa each year is entered into 
the national competition for the $1,000 C.J. Ramstad Memorial 
Scholarship sponsored by the International Snowmobile Media 
Council. For more information on either scholarship program, 
contact Andreini at (515) 240-3858 or awbrunoa3@gmail.com.

“Our goal is always to expand and provide financial assistance 
to our eligible ISSA students,” Andreini told ISSA members at 
convention. “Thanks to all of you for making all of this possible. 
We appreciate your continued generosity and support of this pro-
gram during its many years of existence.”
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Scholarship Essays
the countryside. This is one of my fondest memories; it was at 
this moment that I fell in love with snowmobiling. I realized 
that where else could you race around the countryside and see 
all of the beautiful sights that Iowa has to offer. 

Since my family and I like to ride in Howard County a lot, 
we just decided to join the Chickasaw and Howard County 
snowmobile clubs. After we became members of the Driftrun-
ners, we started to go to the annual SnowFest that they host 
each year.

This past year, I had decided that I wanted to repay the lo-
cal club for all of the grooming and signing that they do each 
and every year on the trails. So I got together a few other boys 
my age who like to snowmobile, and I told them the plan. 
The plan was to use a GPS and create a more accurate and 
detailed map of every snowmobile trail in Chickasaw County. 
So from that point, I developed a plan to use our sleds to map 
the trails, and with me as a leader and veteran of the trails, we 
began our trek across the county. After about two weekends’ 
worth of work, I had all of the sections in the GPS. Once I had 
them uploaded to my computer, I pieced them together into 
a map that was user-friendly. After that, I took the maps and 
gave them to the current president of the snowmobile club. 
The club now used the map to put up signs in the fall, and they 
updated the current paper maps of the county.

All in all, I really love snowmobiling, and it is one of my 
favorite things to do. For as long as I am able to ride, I will 
enjoy Iowa’s natural beauty and the memories that you can 
make with your friends and family while riding snowmobiles.

by Parker Landsgard, Fairbank
Wapsie Valley High School
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc., Region 5
Hawkeye Community College — Business Management 

Snowmobiling to me has been such a great way to get out 
and experience the outdoors at a time of the year that some 
people are looking for reasons to stay inside. 

Starting out, my first snowmobile was a Ski-Doo Cita-
tion 300 that was part of my dad’s vintage collection. This 
snowmobile meant a lot to me, and at 
the time, it felt like the fastest sled ever 
made and gave me the opportunity to 
go and spend time with my family and 
to learn how to actually lean and ride a 
snowmobile safely. 

As I jumped up to newer snowmo-
biles, I realized that it didn’t matter what 
I rode or how fast it was. What mattered 
was spending time with friends and 
family, relaxing and enjoying some of 
the Iowa trails and learning what it takes for a club to operate 
and to maintain their part of Iowa’s great trail system.

My hometown, Fairbank, along with our club, the Trail 
Blaz-zers, hold an annual vintage snowmobile ride which 
people from all across Iowa take part in. This event has been a 
huge part of my family and my dad was one of the founders of 
it. Every year, my family always looks forward to having this 
ride which started out with only a few guys riding their old 
sleds on a Sunday afternoon and has now turned into a great 
fundraiser for our club. We have had as many as 130 riders. 

One year, my dad and I decided that having a raffle for a 
vintage snowmobile would be a great way to get more aware-
ness of the vintage ride and also to get more people involved 
in a hobby that they maybe didn’t know that much about. That 

Scholarship Essays
summer, my dad and I restored an old Polaris snowmobile 
and donated it to our club to sell raffie tickets, and the win-
ner was drawn the day of our vintage ride. We raised over 
$2,000 and donated half of the proceeds to four local food 
banks in each county of our trail system. The rest was used for 
groomer and trail expenses. 

Iowa is home to some of the best trails in the country and 
getting more people on them will allow families to bond to-
gether and also find a new love for a winter sport they didn’t 
know existed. 

With all this fun, I also learned an extremely important les-
son, which is hard work. Snowmobiles are something that I 
take pride in and want mine to look the very best it possibly 
can. Not only cleaning them after every ride, but doing rou-
tine checkups to make sure that they are running efficiently, 
safely and riding as smoothly as possible. 

In the future, I hope snowmobiling continues to grow as 
one of the best ways to get out and enjoy the winter months 
and brings friends and families together for years to come. 
Someday, I hope I will be able to have my own family and 
show them how much fun you can have on the snow.

Scholarship Foundation Board Members
Bruno Andreini, Executive Director

Dennis Nauman, President
Carol Nauman, Secretary

Sally Carmichael, Member
Steve Vorwald, Member

Jim Willey, Member
Barry Starmer, Member
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by Cameron Hanson
Imagine yourself holding a press conference the day your father 

was murdered and, with the entire nation watching, urging comfort 
and support for the family of the man who pulled the trigger. 

Thirteen years ago, motivational speaker Aaron Thomas from 
Parkersburg made that selfless request. The moment changed his 
life and his perspective, and earlier this year, he shared his in-

spirational message of compassion and courage as a 
keynote speaker at the International Snowmobile 

Congress (ISC) in Dubuque.
“Nothing can change what had happened 

that day,” Thomas said from the podium at the 
Grand River Center June 11. “The parents of the 
man who killed my dad are very good people. I 
don’t question that. The last thing they wanted to 
happen was to have their son go in and kill my 

dad. When I spoke to the media later that day, I did what 
my dad would have wanted…what he would have expected of me 
in the toughest of moments.”

Thomas was 30 years old when his father, Ed—a popular high 
school teacher and a nationally-recognized football coach—was 
shot and killed in Parkersburg during an off-season workout ses-
sion by a former student suffering from mental illness. The 2009 
incident made national headlines, and the media descended on 
their small northeast Iowa community. As a spokesman for the 
family, the junior Thomas found himself thrust into the spotlight.

“June 24 was easily the worst day of my life,” said Thomas, 
himself a star athlete in high school and college. “My life to that 
point had been pretty easy, and then I go and lose my father. It be-
came very clear to me at the time that everyone is going to face ad-
versity in life. There are going to be times that things happen to us 
that we did not ask for and that we do not deserve. The bottom line 
is we are the only ones who decide how we are going to respond.”

Youth mentor
For three decades, Ed Thomas served as a teacher and coach 

at Aplington-Parkersburg High School, located about a half hour 
west of Waterloo-Cedar Falls. His football program mentored 
hundreds of area youth and produced four NFL linemen: Jared 

ISC 2022 ReportISC 2022 Report

Inspirational Speaker
Iowa’s Thomas shares message of 
courage, compassion at ISC in June

DeVries, Aaron Kampman, Casey Wiegmann and Brad Meester. 
In 2005, he was named the NFL’s High School Coach of the Year 
and was profiled by ESPN, the New York Times and other promi-
nent news outlets.

“Throughout his career, my dad had all kinds of chances to 
move up,” his son acknowledged. “He could have coached at big-
ger schools or in college. He had multiple offers, but he absolutely 
loved where he lived, and that was contagious for the rest of us. 
The first lesson he would teach us in class was not from our text-
books. He’d tell us if you’re from A-P, you’re from somewhere 
special. You can become whatever it is you want to be.”

Ed Thomas was 58 years old the morning he was killed. That 
tragic event devastated the rural Iowa community as people 
searched for answers and ran the gamut of emotions. By 3 p.m. 
that day, his son was in the gymnasium of the local elementary 
school, standing alongside law enforcement and issuing a state-
ment to more than 100 members of the media.

“What I learned from all of this is not everybody deals with grief 
in the same way,” Thomas said. “Too many people don’t want to 
handle or face what’s going to happen to them. I have to live with 
June 24 the rest of my life. I can be angry. I can feel sorry for my-
self. I can be as mad as I want at somebody else. But at the end of 
the day, it’s not going to change anything. It’s not going to shape 
who I am.”

Finding his platform
Thomas and his family were praised for their handling of the 

situation and the compassion shown to the assailant’s parents. 
Their response eventually led to them receiving the Arthur Ashe 
Award for Courage at the 2010 ESPYs. Thomas gave the accep-
tance speech, and that exposure then evolved into Thomas’ latest 
endeavor as a motivational speaker, where he often taps into the 
life lessons his father taught him.

“My dad would say you can get better, get worse or stay the 
same,” he said. “Every day is an opportunity, and you have the 
chance to make the most of it. You never know when you are go-
ing to get your platform. My dad would challenge us to be part of 
something bigger than yourself. Being part of a team or a com-

The Sacred AcreThe Sacred Acre

The Story of Ed ThomasThe Story of Ed Thomas
A 10-minute video on the Ed Thomas story can be viewed on 

youtube at https://youtu.be/_1Z5E5SPKwc.

Motivational speaker Aaron Thomas from Parkersburg address-
es 300 snowmobilers in Dubuque June. 11.
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munity matters.”
According to Thomas, 4,500 people attended his father’s visi-

tation, sharing countless stories and anecdotes. The community 
response was similar a year earlier when an EF-5 tornado ripped 
through Parkersburg and wiped out a third of the homes there. 
Representing former teachers, students and football players, 2,000 
volunteers showed up in Parkersburg in May of 2008 to begin the 
rebuilding process.

“They all came back because home mattered. They never forgot 
where they came from,” Thomas said. “My dad said we’re going 
to dust ourselves off, we’re going to pick ourselves up and we’re 
going to move forward. Parkersburg would be better after this tor-
nado. He believed that whole-heartedly. Every time I heard my dad 
give an interview, he never used the word ‘I’. It was never about 
him. It was always about the community.”

Discover your passion
At ISC, Thomas likened that attitude to the enthusiasm and pas-

sion shown by the breakfast crowd gathered for his keynote ad-
dress that Saturday morning. More than 300 snowmobilers attend-
ed ISC in Iowa earlier this year, representing every Snow Belt state 
and Canadian province. Their willingness to travel and to promote 
the sport of snowmobiling impressed Thomas.

“I hope each and every one of you is passionate about where 
you’re from,” he said. “I know with this group, you wouldn’t get 
all these people from across the country and Canada to come to 
Dubuque if you weren’t passionate about snowmobiling. I just 
hope you welcome someone new to the sport, just like someone 
at some juncture welcomed you. Create that sense of pride about 
where you’re from and what you’re doing.”

Thomas, who was named high school principal and boys basket-
ball coach at A-P following his father’s death, said he will always 
be proud of his hometown and what his dad accomplished and in-
stilled in him before his time here was cut short. Life keeps going, 
he said, and you had better buckle up for the ride.

“People loved and respected my dad not because he was a good 
football coach but because he cared about people,” he said. “We 
are all going to leave a legacy. We are all going to have the op-
portunity to impact others. My dad didn’t leave a bunch of money. 
But he did leave a bunch of relationships. And each and every one 
of us has that same opportunity here today.”

Aaron Thomas at the 2010 ESPY Awards.

Aaron Thomas with Past ISSA President Jim Willey.
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REGION 1
Buena Vista Blizzard BustersBuena Vista Blizzard Busters

President: Jeffrey Sassman
709 Hudson St., Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 299-1001

Clay County Sno BroncsClay County Sno Broncs
President: Phillip Claus
1805 Highland St. P.O. Box 225
Ruthven, IA  51358
(712) 363-1004
pclaus14@gmail.com

Dickinson County SnowHawksDickinson County SnowHawks
www.dickinsoncountysnowhawks.com
P.O. Box 504, Spirit Lake, IA 51360
President: Kevin Winters
P.O. Box 305, Lake Park, IA 51347
(712) 320-9530
kwinters9530@gmail.com

Lyon County Sno-LyonsLyon County Sno-Lyons
P.O. Box 576, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
President: Walt Dibbern
902 1st Ave, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
(712) 472-3804
walt.dibbern@yahoo.com

O’Brien County SnowtrackersO’Brien County Snowtrackers
Steven Wiersma
5801 370th St, Primghar, IA 51245
(712) 461-2774
steelpack2017@yahoo.com

Osceola County High Point RidersOsceola County High Point Riders
www.highpointriders.com
President: Jeremy Wollmuth
5992 200th Street, Melvin, IA 51350
(712) 461-1510
jeremywoll10@gmail.com

Powder Players Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Remsen, IA 51050
www.powder-players.com
President: Dee Jay Kellen
dkellen91@yahoo.com
(712) 540-5723

Sioux County Snowmobile ClubSioux County Snowmobile Club
President: Ben Van Der Brink
3471 Eagle Ave
Rock Valley, IA 51247
(712) 470-1176
ben@bklandscape.com

REGION 2
Emmet County DriftbustersEmmet County Driftbusters

President: Jason Harvey
1826 450th Ave., Estherville, IA 51334
(712) 392-0475
emmetcodriftbusters@gmail.com

Humboldt Sno-SkimmersHumboldt Sno-Skimmers
President: Shane Braby
PO Box 62, Dakota City, IA 50529
(515) 890-1945
snoskimmers@gmail.com

Kossuth County Drift SkippersKossuth County Drift Skippers
President: Taylor Erpelding
619 6th St., Whittemore, IA 50598
(515) 320-5658
erpeldingt423@gmail.com

Palo Alto Rough RidersPalo Alto Rough Riders
President: Adam Kerr
P.O. Box 118, Cylinder, IA 50528
(712) 298-0338
adamkerr1@outlook.com

Sno-PakSno-Pak
P.O. Box 122, Rockwell City, IA 50579
Find us on Facebook
President: Kolby Wagner
749 South St., Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 830-3821
kolbywagner@yahoo.com

REGION 3
Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.

President: Dan Stromer
1840 Hwy 69, Klemme, IA  50449
(641) 587-9903, stromerd@yahoo.com

Iowa River RidersIowa River Riders
President: Lenny Watts
2835 Sycamore Ave., Dows, IA 50071
(515) 571-6034
lenny@usa-chemical.com

Lakota Sno-EaglesLakota Sno-Eagles
President: Michael Smidt
3509 185th Ave.,Titonka,IA 50480
(515) 320-4052, myiq599@gmail.com

North Iowa Sno-JammersNorth Iowa Sno-Jammers
P.O. Box 103, Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.northiowasnojammers.com
President: Matt Trunkhill
135 310th St., Woden, IA 50484
(515) 320-0737, mtrunkhill@wgo.net

North Iowa Snow Seekers
President: Chad Brouwer
15 Williamsburg Cir
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 425-4872
northiowasnowseekers@yahoo.com

Worth County Fence StretchersWorth County Fence Stretchers
P.O. Box 27, Northwood, IA 50459 
President: Mike Peterson
P.O. Box 97, Kensett, IA 50448
(641) 390-1499
petersonex@wctatel.net

REGION 4
Bremer County Sno-Knights

President: Tyler Fober
33574 Grove Rd., Shell Rock, IA 50670
(319) 404-7935, tif1985@aol.com

Butler County Snow SnoopsButler County Snow Snoops
President: Seth Bram
P.O. Box 484, Allison, IA 50602
(641) 512-1932
snowsnoops@gmail.com

Cedar Falls Sno HawksCedar Falls Sno Hawks
President: Gary Matthias
3205 McClain Dr., Cedar Falls IA 50613
(319) 235-7667
gmkm2161@gmail.com

Chickasaw Sno-Riders
President: Nick Winter
2997 Vanderbilt Ave.
Waucoma, IA 52171
(641) 330-1134
nwinter@statebankia.com

Dewar Snow ChasersDewar Snow Chasers
President: Jim Paul
11217 East Dunkerton Rd. 
Dunkerton, IA 50626
(319) 232-7295

Floyd County Groomers AssociationFloyd County Groomers Association
President: Joe Obermeier
1301 Missouri Ave
Charles City, IA 50616
(641) 330-6225
www.floydcountygroomerswebs.com

Howard County Stump JumpersHoward County Stump Jumpers
President: Jim Owen
602 Cherry St., Riceville, IA 50466
(641) 220-0149
buckarro0149@hotmail.com

Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,
President: Karl Hermann
128 State St ., Osage, IA 50461
(641) 732-5778
jkconstruction92@yahoo.com

REGION 5
Allamakee Sno-BlazersAllamakee Sno-Blazers

Allamakee Sno-Blazers
PO Box 94 Waukon, IA 52172
President: Brandon Fahey
snoblazers@yahoo.com

Dubuque County SnowhawksDubuque County Snowhawks
President: Tom Spalla
3309 Brook Hollow Dr.,
Asbury, IA 52002
(563) 582-8893, tnspalla@hotmail.com

Clayton County Snowbirds
12469 Hwy. 18, 
Postville, IA 52162
President: Dan Torkelson
302 E Church St.
Farmersburg, IA 52047
(563) 880-2422

Driftrunners, Inc.Driftrunners, Inc.
Join Us on Facebook under ‘Groups’
President: Zach Gooder
615  3rd St. E., Cresco, IA 52136
(563) 380-1606
zdgooder@gmail.com

Dyersville DriftskippersDyersville Driftskippers
www.dyersvilledriftskippers.net
President: Ryan Ameskamp
29465 Dyersville E Rd.
Dyersville, IA 52040, (563) 599-6312

Snow PioneersSnow Pioneers
President: Mitchell Heims
233 Bailey Dr., Manchester, IA  52057
(563) 920-2141, heimsm@live.com

Trail Blaz-zers Inc.Trail Blaz-zers Inc.
President: Randy Henniges
1980 Y Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 269-8239
randyhenniges@gmail.com

Trails UnlimitedTrails Unlimited
1222 Hwy. 150, Festina, IA 52144
President: Bud Winter
(319) 231-3337, bwinter@acegroup.cc

Wapsipinicon Snowmobile AssociationWapsipinicon Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 802, Indepedence, IA 50644
www.wsaiowa.com
President:  Morgan J. Kuper
1916 Central Ave., Jesup, IA 50648.
(319) 239-0590, mkuper3@jtt.net

 Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc. Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Decorah, IA 52101 
President: Kevin Downing
2404 Tamarack Dr Rd.
Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 380-6779
wtrailtwisters2022@gmail.com

REGION 6
Sac County Snow Lovers

P.O. Box 464, Lakeview, IA 51450
President: Jamie Rohlf
408 Center St., Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 830-2196

 REGION 7
High Bridge TrailblazersHigh Bridge Trailblazers

President: Nate Guess
689 190th St., Ogden, IA 50212
(515) 290-2348

Raccoon Valley Snow ChasersRaccoon Valley Snow Chasers
President: Mike Patten
5204 Neva Pt., Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-3863, mjpat76@aol.com

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile ClubSaylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
P.O. Box 3133, Des Moines, IA 50316
www.saylorvilledamsnowmobileclub.org
President: Barry Starmer
602 NE Trilein, Ankeny, IA 50021
(515) 240-5444
sastarmer@q.com

Team Iowa SnowmobilersTeam Iowa Snowmobilers
www.teamiowasnowmobilers.com
President: David Eide
3339 Stagecoach Rd.
Stratford, IA 50249
teamiowasnowmobilers@gmail.com
(515) 835-8000

Webster County Ice BreakersWebster County Ice Breakers
President: John Gallentine 
P.O. Box 193 Dayton, IA 50530 
(515) 351-7859 
jgallentine86@gmail.com

REGION 8
Central Iowa SnowmobilersCentral Iowa Snowmobilers

P.O. Box 1751, Marshalltown, IA 50158
President: Rob Schneider 
1864 Marsh Ave. 
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 750-7927 
17schneider@gmail.com 

Tri-County Snowmobile AssociationTri-County Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 231, Traer, IA 50675
President: John McKenna
5164 23rd Ave., Mt. Auburn, IA 52313
319-721-5895, jnmckenna1@gmail.com

REGION 9
Cedar County Winter WarriorsCedar County Winter Warriors

ccwwarriors@yahoo.com
President: Jerry Meier
1241 Jackson Ave., Tipton, IA 52772
(319) 325-6021
jerrymeier2040@gmail.com

Cascade Snowmobile ClubCascade Snowmobile Club
President: Steve Peiffer
916 6th Ave. SE, Cascade, IA 52033
(563) 599-1875

Eastern Iowa SledheadsEastern Iowa Sledheads
P.O. Box 519, Lone Tree, IA 52755
easterniowasledheads@aol.com
President: Mindy Scott
P.O. Box 435, 204 W. Dougherty Dr.
Lone Tree, IA 52755
scott4@iowatelecom.net
(319) 629-4630(h), (319) 325-1903(c)

Eastern Iowa Sno-Riders
President: Logan Goettsch
1945 278th St., Calamus, IA 52729
easterniowasnoriders@gmail.com

Frozen FewFrozen Few
P.O. Box 612
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-0612
President: Jamie Prull
1101 First Street, Palo, IA 52324
(319) 981-0397, jprull@prullgroup.com

Scott County Sno-SeekersScott County Sno-Seekers
scottcountysnoseekers@gmail.com
1312 Middle Rd Bettendorf, IA 52722
President: Conor Flaherty
(563) 505-4806
eagle3382@aol.com

Snowdrifters, Inc.Snowdrifters, Inc.
P.O. Box 5135, Coralville, IA, 52241
www.iowa-snowdrifters.org
President: Chuck Kikuts
2912 Wyatt Dr. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317
(319) 431-4501

Snowmobilers of Jackson CountySnowmobilers of Jackson County
President: Dale Sieverding
30939 320th St., Bellevue, IA 52031 
(563) 451-6625
dalesieverding@yahoo.com

REGION 10
Southwest Iowa Snow ScootersSouthwest Iowa Snow Scooters

President: Trent Larson
25817 208th St., Crescent, IA 51526
(712) 309-1516, trentlarsn@gmail.com

Stag Island Skol PatrolStag Island Skol Patrol
President: Brad Landhuis
3046 210th St., Clarinda IA 51632

Appanoose County Trails,Inc.  
P.O. Box 825, Centerville, IA 52544

Southeast Iowa Ridge BlastersSoutheast Iowa Ridge Blasters
se.iowa.ridge.blasters@gmail.com
President: Aaron Dorothy
502 E. Cedar Ln., 
Mt. Pleasant IA 52641
(319) 986-5188(h), (319) 217-6361 (c)
aarond65@hotmail.com

Clubs in red reported 100% ISSA MembershipClubs in red reported 100% ISSA MembershipSNOWMOBILE CLUBSSNOWMOBILE CLUBS
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REGION 1
Storm Lake Honda

Arctic Cat
207 E. Milwaukee Ave.
Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 732-2460
stormlakehonda.com

REGION 2
Advanced Crop 
Management

PO Box 533
Algona, IA 50511 
(515) 341-9315  
brycem@netamumail.com

Algona Aero Service
2907 Hwy 18 W 
Algona, IA 50511

Byron’s
112 S. Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 468-2372
byrons@ncn.net
byrons-bar.com
LIVE music every Sunday @ 5

Carlson Auto Body
540 High St
Rockwell City, IA 50579
712-297-5517 

Champion Chrysler 
Center

Ski-Doo
527 Court St. P.O. Box 153
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-7537
joe@champchrysler.com
championchryslercenter.net

Collision Center
704 NW 7th St. 
Pocahontas, IA 50574
(712) 358-0350
pokycollision1@yahoo.com

Co-Op Bar and Grill
714 S East St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 297-4600
thecoopbarandgrill.com

Fiala Rentals
1014 10th St.
Manson, IA 50563 
(515) 571-4673

Flipside Pizza & Pub
11 Dewitt St.
LuVerne, IA 50560
(515) 882-9303

Hwy 7 Café
815 Queen St.
Fonda, IA 50540 
(712) 288-5898

Joe’s Tire & Auto
749 High St
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-8818

Johnny’s Bar & Grill
106 Main St. E 
 Wesley, IA 50483
(515) 679-4031

Ramthun Custom 
Services

2257 Traer Ave.
Manson, IA 50563 
(515) 480-3970

Rasmuson Electric
2781 Valley Ave.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(515) 467-5748

Schumacher 
Well Drilling Inc.

2201 Slagle Dr.
Algona, IA 50511
(515) 295-2337

Tavern 119
119 Main St., Fonda, IA 50540
(712) 288-6333

Traditions
6903 Twin Lakes Rd.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-5138

Wagner Custom Rolling
749 South St.
Rockwell City, IA 50579 
(712) 830-3821

Zinnel Bean Rolling
716 S Main St.
Pomeroy, IA 50575
(515) 419-5527

REGION 3
Advanced Concrete Inc.

11475 Hwy. 9 
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 590-1699 

Blairswright Farms Inc.
905 3rd Ave. NE
Clarion, IA 50525 
(515) 835-0502  
erthmovr@wmtel.net

Bonnstetter Auto  
Body & Towing

108 W Main St.
Belmond, IA 50421
(515) 291-4731 

Boone’s Removal
3133 200th St.
Rowan, IA 50470
(641) 430-9705
boone9705@gmail.com

Bower’s Repair Shop
752 170th St.
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 373-7517
Mikebower7@gmail.com

Brcka Construction
Fertile, IA 50434

Buckets Bar & Grill
309 5th Ave. SW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Buckets Bar & Grill
140 South Jackson St.
Thompson, IA 50478

Cattleman’s at the Club
1608 3rd St NE. PO Box 205
Belmond, IA 50421 
(641) 444-4183, (253) 310-8861 
cattlemansattheclub@gmail.com

Chappy’s on Main
122 S Main St, 
Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-2727
ragingcy@yahoo.com

County Line Seeds
129 Industrial Dr., 
Forest City, IA 50436

DK Arndt, PC
116 East I St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-4631
dkafc@dkarndtcpa.net
dkarndtcpa.net

Donna’s Lounge
427 1st St
Meservey, IA 50457
(641) 358-6419

Dudley’s Corner
648 Hwy 3
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 866-6999, (641) 425-2241

Farm & City
Insurance Services

145 S. 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2925

Fleener Auto  
Parts & Service

11475 Hwy 9
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2100

Forest City Ford, Inc.
P.O. Box 448
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5555

Fuel Coal Fired Pizza
223 North Main
Clarion, IA 50525
515-532-3835, 515-293-1569 
nelsoncurt2@yahoo.com

Garage Tavern
103 Main St
Coulter, IA 50431
(641) 430-6855
thegaragetavern@gmail.com

Garner Dental Group
55 State St.
Garner, IA 50436
(641) 923-3771
(800) 450-3771 
garnerdental.com

Hair Designs
236 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2405
sbenson@wctatel.net

Harrahdise
505 Rowan Rd.
Dows, IA 50071 
(515) 851-8516  
iowariverriders@gmail.com

Helm Farms
12376 345th St
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-3959
shelm@wctatel.net

Holland Contracting
1400 S. 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2231
hollandcontracting.com

Hometown Market
11717 Hwy 9
Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2300

Iowa Central Electric
PO Box 203
Alden, IA 50126
(515) 859-7072
(641) 373-1186
jerry@icecontracting.com

Iowa Forklift  
& Equipment

404 Park Ave.
Dows, IA 50071 
(515) 852-3272, (515) 835-9708 
brittney@iaforklift.com

JACG LLC Custom 
Manure Hauling

1789 Grouse Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 425-2488
rodemeyerj@yahoo.com

Jerry's Place
212 River Ave. S. 
Belmond, IA 50421 
641-444-3008  
kay.barkema@gmail.com

JM Pork
507 4th St NW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

JT Machine & Tool Co.
602 S Federal St. 
P.O. Box 304
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-4513
jeff@jtmachineandtool.com

Keel Farms
1515 335th St.
Forest City, IA  50436
(641) 430-3823

Kirschbaum Electrical 
& Plumbing

609 S. Winnebago 
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-8831

Lake Mills Motor Sports
Polaris
45563 C Hwy 69
Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-2145
lakemillsmotorsports.com

Manufacturer’s  
Bank & Trust

245 E J St.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2825 
mbtbank.com

Mason City 
Powersports

12499 265th St.
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 423-3181
mcps@netconx.net

Muhlenbruch  
Insurance

PO Box 426
Dows, IA 50071
(515) 290-2968
buck@trvnet.net

Old Fire Liquor
113 1st St NE
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Oscar’s Pub
111 E. Ellsworth St. 
Dows, IA 50071
(515) 852-3283 
mattammerman48
@gmail.com

Pralle’s Wash City
1271 Jonquil Ave.
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 430-4133
tesstegg@hotmail.com

Shooterz Sports  
Bar & Grill 

P.O. Box 406
Forest City, IA 50436

Sietsema Family 
Monument Sales

P.O. Box 172, 
Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-9177 
psietsema@gmail.com

Smith Crop 
Insurance Agency

2285 Taylor Ave.
Rowan, IA 50470
(515) 689-3986 
smithinsavery@gmail.com

Smokin Joes
1108 15th St. NE
Mason City, IA 50401

Stumble Inn
107 Second St
Bradford, IA 50041
(515) 360-4883

The Corner Restaurant 
& Lounge

207 East Main
Belmond, IA 50421
(641) 444-4451

Timber Tree Service
3217 Hwy 69
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-2579

Timbukbru 
215 6th St. SW
Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-0015, (515) 408-7996
Sueloats@gmail.com

Uptown Liquor
306 Hwy. 69 S.
Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5137

USA Chemical
1275 Hwy 69, 
Belmond, IA 50421
(515) 571-6012
ryan@usa-chemical.com

Vinje Pub
15960 490th St., 
Scarville, IA 50473
(641) 568-3150

VIP Lounge
3360 Maple Ave.
Forest City, IA 50436

Voortmann Seeds
6450 390th St.
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

West Scott Farm LLC
1332 Eagle Ave.
Latimer, IA 50452
smuhlenbru@newcoop.com
(515) 571-4137

Worden Repair LLC
560 Hwy 3
Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 579-6444 
wordenllc@gmail.com

REGION 4
DR Powersports
Ski-Doo/Kawasaki
3600 Fast Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 235-6453
drpowersports.com

REGION 5
Myers Polaris Inc.

Polaris
304 E Main St., 
Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 635-2311
myerspolaris@mchsi.com
myerspolaris.com

V & V Insurance Agency
P.O. Box 159, Cresco 
IA, 52136-0159
(563) 547-2161
insurance@vandvins.com

REGION 6
Aaron Nieland Farms
3036 390th St. 
Breda, IA 51436

Al’s Corner/Sparky’s
12053 Hwy 71
Carroll, IA 51401 
(712) 673-2723

Blackhawk Marine
3001 Hwy 71/175 
Lake View, IA 51450 
(712) 657-2368

Breda Bar & Grill
16323 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436

CarQuest
1705 W. Main 
Sac City, IA 50583 
(712) 662-4738

Catman’s Mowers
P.O. Box 52
Lake View, IA 51450

Cielito Lindo
327 S State Rd.
Lake View, IA 51450

Clean Fun
15498 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436

Cobblestone Inn & 
Suites

119 Boulders Dr. 
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2660

Denny’s Auto Center
119 9th St.
Lake View, IA 51450

Doc’s Place
111 Main St., PO Box 521 
Wall Lake, IA 51466

Empire Excavation
219 Lawndale Blvd 
Odebolt, IA 51458

Fat Boys
109 Pine St.
Auburn, IA 51433

Field Ready
P.O. Box 256
Lake View, IA 51450 
(712) 657-2000 
Frank’s Repair

3235 390th St.
Breda, IA 51436
(712) 673-4661

Hey O Cattle Company
1690 260th St.
Odebolt, IA 51458

Huegerich Farms
15498 120th St.
Breda, IA 51436

Independent Inputs
111 N 1st St. 
Breda, IA 51436

Iowa State Bank
419 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2721

Jacobsen Seed
129 9th St., P.O. Box 379
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2841

Jocks Sport Bar
215 S Main St.
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2245

Lake View Motors
2885 330th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712)-657-8012

Laney’s Corral
319 Main St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 830-4967

Odebolt Bowling Alley
401 S. Des Moines
Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2278

Outcast Lake View 
Redemption

502 5th St.
Lake View, IA 51450

Phil McGraw’s 
Spray Foam

15872 Ivy Ave.
Carroll, IA 51401

Phillips Manufacturing
2900 310th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2105

Pizza Plus
130 W 1st St. 
Wall Lake, IA 51466 
(712) 664-2332

Red’s Place
116 Main St. 
Breda, IA 51436 
(712) 673-4410

Rex Chevrolet
805 S. Des Moines St. 
Odebolt, IA 51458 
(712) 668-2296

Shamrock Boat Sales
217 370th St.
Carnarvon, IA 51450

Spare Change  
Bowling Alley

115 Main St.
Wall Lake, IA 51466

The Bar
416 Main St. 
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2614

The Dock-It
111 Boulders Dr.
Lake View, IA 51450

Thirsty Carp
930 9th St.
Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2313

Timeless Vault
730 5th St. 
Lake View, IA 51450

Trailside Roadhouse
110 370th St. 
Carnarvon, IA 51450 
(712) 664-2706

Wall Lake Lumber
201 1st W St.
Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 664-2357

Whiskey Run
17499 Ivy Ave. 
Maple River, IA 51401 
(712) 790-4502

REGION 7
ALS Assn. Iowa Ch.

3636 Westown Pkwy. Ste. 204
West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 369-2572
info@alsaiowa.org 
webia.alsa.org

Autism Society of Iowa
P.O. Box 65311
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
(515) 327-9075 
autism50ia@aol.com
autismia.com

Edward Jones
Justin M. Bjerke
2575 N Ankeny Blvd., Ste. 217 
Ankeny, IA 50023-4703 
515-965-7582 
edwardjones.com

Spina Bifida
Association of Iowa

8525 Douglas Ave., Suite 39
Urbandale IA 50322
(515) 278-7013
contact@sbaiaorg, sbaofia.org

REGION 8
Stoner’s Speed Shop

105 Griffith St, PO Box 
756 Hudson, IA 50643
(319) 231-9388, (641) 580-0089
brielle.eddy@gmail.com

OUT OF STATE
Beer Creek Cabins

230 Mahtomedi Ave. 
Mahtomedi, MN 55115

North Park Inn
625 Main St.
Walden CO 80480
(970) 723-4271x6
northparkinnandsuites.com

Pat’s Landing
7476 N Pats Landing Rd
Hayward, WI 54843
(715) 945-2511

Pink Ribbon Riders
5420 Beckley Rd., Ste. 334
Battle Creek, MI 49015 
pinkribbonriders.com

Visit Grand Rapids
10 NW 5th St. (Second Floor)
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
(800) 355-9740
visitgrandrapids.com

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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ISSA Platinum SponsorsISSA Platinum Sponsors
Iowa Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club
Region 9

Maintaining trails around Solon, North 
Liberty, Ely, Fairfax and surrounding areas

www.iowasnowdrifters.com

CLUBS

www.floydcountygroomers.webs.comwww.floydcountygroomers.webs.com

Make plans to 
attend SnowFest 
2023 Jan. 19-22.



SERVICES
ISSA Platinum SponsorsISSA Platinum Sponsors

DEALERS

TOURISM




